
 
 
 
 

I t’ s that time of the year  again! 
 

The yea rs seem to be c oming and  going  a t an a la rming  ra te.   2006 ha s flown by and  Christmas is here 
aga in.   It’ s been a  b ig  yea r for the FLT w ith p lenty of things going  on.   See the Pres’  report for the la test 
announc ements.   (Congra ts to Nea le & Cherie a nd  Sc ott & Kirdy)   Also, c ongra ts to Rod  & Sand i.    
 
While I’m pa tting  peop le on the bac k, there’ s been a  c hanging  of the gua rd  a t the Polic e Assoc ia tion.   
Brian RIX was rec ently elec ted  as President.   Our assoc ia tion has been a  b it unstab le of rec ent times so 
let’ s hope, w ith some strong leadership , it c an get bac k on trac k.   I’ ve worked  d irec tly under Rixy and  c an 
say “ he knows how to steer a  b lood y good  ship ”    Being  the unb iased , op en and  transpa rent ed itor I am, I 
w ill not d isp lay any leanings towards any pa rtic ula r pa rty or g roup .   (I won’ t d isp lay it, but boy, I’m looking  
forward  to the next c oup le of yea rs)   It’ s a  true sign of what d rives the man when, a  c oup le of yea rs ago 
on the verge of p romotions and  some serious movement w ithin our orga niza tion, he fights to get on the 
Assoc ia tion Exec utive w ith a  view to many yea rs of fighting  for the boys.   Never a  good  c a reer move with 
our Exec utive Command.    Congra tula tions Rixy, and  good  luc k for the next few yea rs. 
 
Looks like I rea lly hit a  nerve w ith my GS rep ort.   At least one member had  the guts to admit he hadn’ t 
read  the whole mag before firing  off an angry (a lbeit tongue in c heek) ema il to me.  He then had  to ea t 
humb le p ie.  You a lways d id  like your p ie, Cudge… oops, sorry ma te.   As a  result of my a rtic le, it would  
seem, there’s been a  b it of verba l jousting  going  on in ema ils tha t I have been p rivvy to.   And , who do 
you imag ine a re the ma in p rotagonists???   You got it in one… Marrie & Billsy (B1).   Read  on and  make up  
your own mind . 
 

DON’T FORGET!!!   The Ta thra  2007 da tes have been set.   On top  of the usua l long  weekend , there is a  
week long tour of the sta te to follow.   Come for the weekend , the whole week, or even a  da y or so a fter 
Ta thra .  It p romises to be a  b ig  week.    
 

Please take c a re over the holidays and  have a  sa fe and  happy Christmas and  New Year. 
 

Ad rian Da lzotto 
Member #  451 
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Front L ine Tourers M/C INC 
“ The Australian Emergency Services Motorcycle Tour ing Club”  

G’day All, 
 
Here we a re aga in a t the end  of another yea r and  another ed ition of Fullbore. Thanks onc e aga in to 
Zotts for doing  suc h a  grea t job  in putting  this together. 
 

Reflec ting  bac k on the yea r in some respec ts it has been business as usua l; g rea t rides, fantastic  
overnighters and  an exc ellent b irthday bash. Some new initia tives, suc h as the SMS servic e have been 
well rec eived  by everyone and  the c lub  c ontinues to develop  and c hange. There have been a  few 
mishaps, thankfully those a ffec ted  a re now bac k in ac tion and  a ttend ing  rides. 
In Oc tober we held  our Annua l Genera l Meeting . There were a  few c hanges; Sc ott Mc Lean a fter 
yea rs of fa ithful servic e as the c lub  treasurer will now c onc entra te on the Membership  Offic er’s role, 
while Nea le Rob inson will bec ome our new Treasurer. Adam Smibert, a fter many yea rs on the 
Committee has stepped  down and  we welc ome Andy Bills. I’m sure tha t you will a ll join me in 
thanking  Adam for his many yea rs of hard  work on the Frontline Tourers c ommittee. 
Andy has taken on the Merc hand ise Offic er’ s role and  has some grea t ideas about how we c an 
improve the way we stoc k and  sell c lub  merc hand ise. This trad itiona lly has been an a rea tha t tends to 
be a  b it neglec ted . I’m sure tha t Andy will do a  grea t job  improving  this a rea . 
 

 Committee Positions for 2007 a re: 
 

President:                      Steve Mole 
Vic e President:               Steve Bills 
Treasurer:                    Nea le Rob inson 
Membership  Offic er         Sc ott Mc Lean 
Ride Cap ta in:                 Ian Marr 
Promotions Offic er:          Geoff Kan 
Merc hand ise Offic er:        Andy Bills 
Webmaster                   Cam Miller 
 

Please join me in thanking  these ind ividua ls for their ha rd  work in making  sure tha t the Frontline Tourers 
will c ontinue and  thrive into the future. 
 

On a  very positive note I am extremely p leased  to tell you tha t Nea le Rob inson and  his lovely wife 
Cherrie a re going  to be Parents, on beha lf of a ll Frontline Tourers our warmest c ongra tula tions to them 
both. 
 

Onto 2007! I have the new Sprint p rimed  and  ready and am rea lly looking forward  to getting  out 
there. 2007 should  be a  grea t year, the ride c a lendar is set and we have Ta thra  and the grea t 
Vic torian Tour to look forward  to in Februa ry as well as a ll of the other fantastic  rides and  events 
throughout the rest of 2007. 
 

Fina lly on beha lf of the Frontline Tourers Committee I would  like to wish a ll Frontline Tourers and  their 
families a  very Merry Christmas and  a  Happy and  sa fe New Year and  I look forward � to c a tc hing  up  
with everyone on a  ride soon. 
 

Cheers, 
 

� �� � � �� � �� � 
President 
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Ride # 151 - Friday 11th August, 2006 - He was there – Really!!! 
 

Well, Sc ott got his permission, and  there he was, ready to lead 
the ride.   Sc ott and  I got to the Mob il/ Mc Dona lds by 9.00 am 
and  with the outlook of fine wea ther, we were looking  forward  
to a  good  ride.   9.30 was the p lanned  sta rt time, but the vast 
d istanc e out to the Western Suburbs proved  to be a  little 
daunting  for some.   Apparently find ing  the right turn off was 
more c omplex than expec ted , so a  ride over the Bolte Bridge 
seemed  a  good  a lterna tive.   Maybe it was the pungent 
a romas of some of the industria l sites in the area  whic h made 
riders want to turn off ea rly.   Then aga in it is only fa ir tha t we have the oc c asiona l sta rts in the west.   
Now, hands up  a ll those from the west!!   Don’ t see too many hands! 

 
Fina lly, 10 o’c loc k and the last of the riders have turned  up  and  we’ re on our way.   Sc ott lead ing  and 
Robbo ta il-end Charlie, there were nine riders in a ll with a  c oup le of fac es tha t we hadn’ t seen for a  
while.   We sta rted  off through the fla tlands of the west a long the Western Highway.   It seemed  tha t 
Sc ott wanted  us to p rac tic e our stra ight line rid ing  for some time but it was a  relief when we fina lly got to 
the Brisbane Ranges and  got to some c urves and  hills.    

 
All seemed  to go well as we enjoyed  a  leisurely ride and  worked our way 
through to Winc helsea for morning  tea .   Bernie seemed  to have a  p rob lem 
with his Duc a ti on the way, but it was nothing  some minor ad justments 
during  the b reak c ould  fix.   Those c lea r skies we sta rted  off with had  now 
g iven way to some overc ast wea ther and the tempera ture c erta inly had 
not inc reased  by muc h.   Rugg ing  up  was the order of the day. 
 
The next stage of the ride was on through Deans Marsh and  the overc ast 
skies now produc ed  pa tc hes of d rizzle, just enough to make some of the 

bends interesting  as we rode between pa tc hes of wet and  dry.   We rode on to Lorne and  it seemed 
tha t onc e we got into Lorne, the skies c leared  aga in and  it was fine wea ther rid ing from there on.   The 
Grea t Oc ean Road  was as good  as ever, and  it was smooth rid ing  to Wye River and  the Wye River Hotel 
for lunc h.   Bernie must not have been hungry as he dec ided  to ride on to Apollo 
Bay.  Lunc h was enjoyed  on the ba lc ony of the hotel with the oc ean as a  bac kdrop .   
Most of the c old  wea ther gea r was kep t on bec ause, strangely enough, a  few 
peop le still fe lt the c old .   Food  was still good though and  fellowship  was even better. 

 
Time to go, and  another leisurely ride on the GOR as fa r as Ang lesea , then on to 
Geelong.   Sc ott wanted  to show as the sights of the bac k streets of Geelong and 
seemed  to lead  us a round  and  a round  and  a round .   I don’ t think anyone knew 
where we were, so we a ll made sure we kep t c lose together.   At times we weren’ t sure if Sc ott knew 
where we were.   Fina lly we got bac k on the Geelong Road  and  head ing  bac k to Melbourne.   We 
stopped  for a  deb riefing  a t the nearby BP servo.   Everyone was well and  most then made their own way 
home.   Geelong Road  in peak hour was anything  but exc iting, but the fixed  speed c ameras kep t 
everyone in c hec k. 

 
 

              The ride was one of those good  easy going  rides tha t was a  p leasure to be on.   For a  winter ride, 
    we were fortuna te with good  wea ther for the most of it, and  good  friendship  to ride with.   Well done  

              and  thanks to Sc otty and  Robbo.    
      Georg  Berk 

 



Vic e President’s Ramblings… 
 

 
 It was grea t to see some new members on the last Friday ride who a ll seemed  to 
enjoy themselves immensely.  Rec ruitment of new members is something  tha t we should  a ll 
be ac tively pursuing to ensure the c lub c ontinues to grow in the future.   
 
 Promotion of the c lub  is something tha t the c ommittee w ill be c onc entra ting  on 
through out 2007 and  we hope tha t everyone w ill get behind  us to enc ourage new 
members to c ome on rides. 
 
 Motorc yc les to most, a re a  hobby and  therefore often the first thing tha t is sold  
when buying p roperty, getting  married  etc .  Many peop le may sell their b ike a t some 
stage and  then buy another one la ter on.  It’ s these members tha t many of you may know 
from previously rid ing w ith them or you may work w ith them.  If you know tha t they have 
got their b ike bac k, then why not enc ourage them to c ome on a  ride w ith us. Likewise, if 
you know of someone tha t is getting  into rid ing or bac k into rid ing enc ourage them a long 
too. 
 
 The 2007 c a lendar of rides w ill be out soon so you w ill have p lenty of time to put the 
da tes in the d ia ry and  the request book a t work.  This w ill be the perfec t opportunity to tell 
o ther riders about the rides we do and  where we go.  The website is regula rly upda ted  
w ith the da tes and  sta rt loc a tions of the rides and  the c a lendar w ill a lso have the sta rt 
loc a tions on it.   
 
 So there’ s rea lly no exc use – Spread  the word , c ome on a  ride and  enc ourage 
those other riders you know tha t a re not in the c lub  to c ome a long as well.   
 
 Always remember tha t the c ommittee members c an be c ontac ted  on the c lub 
phone if you have any queries. 
 
 Till next time, 
 

 
	 
��� � �
 	 � � ��
Vic e President 
 



Redwing Honda started business in 1999 and has quickly evolved into one of the leading Honda Motorcycle 
dealers in Australia. We are the only HRC dealer in Australia and are a one stop shop for motorcycling. 

78 Bell Street, Heidelberg Heights, 3081 
Tel: (03) 9459 5553    Fax: (03) 94571142 

Up to 10%  
discount on all accessor ies, 

spares, services, tyres 
for 

Front Line Tourers 

Day Ride 152 - Friday 22 September 2006 
 
Eric  Belot, the c urrent holder of the Golden Funnel, led  us on our first ride of sp ring.   A 
dozen riders and  one p illion left Mc Donalds in Narre Warren w ith the most notab le being 
our President, resp lendent on his b rand  new steed , the Triumph ST Sprint. You BMW riders 
should  beware, the Sprints a re making a  take over b id .  
 
Eric  was in unfamilia r territory, nevertheless, w ith p lenty of p lanning, he was ab le to work his 
way stead ily towards more familia r ground . With a  strong gusty w ind  in our bac k and  a  
forebod ing sky, Eric  led  us a  c ross the hills and  some magnific ent roads to Warburton for 
morning tea .  
 
After morning tea , Eric  forged  on, w ithout a  fuel stop , over the Reefton Spur. Due to the 
w ind  the road  was littered  w ith bark and  leaves, however, a fter taking it c autiously for the 
first few kilometres, we soon rea lised  tha t trac tion was not a  p rob lem and  the pac e 
quic kened . 
 
A b rief pause a t Marysville to regroup  and  still no fuel stop , but by now the sky had  c lea red 
to a  grea t day. We rode up  and  over the Blac k Spur (wha t a  grea t road  w ith no tra ffic ) 
and  fina lly Eric  stopped  to fuel his thirsty VTR a t Hea lesville.   Robbo met us a t Hea lesville on 
a  loaner K1200s and  joined  us for our assault on Myers Creek Rd . We stopped  a t Tollang i 
for a  fantastic  lunc h a t a  newly opened  restaurant (grea t find  Eric ). 
 
After lunc h we headed  down Chum Creek Rd  and  then bac k up  to King lake. These a re 
fantastic  roads and  Eric  was well and  truly on home ground . We regrouped  a t St And rews 
only to d isc over Eric ’ s rea r tyre had  p ic ked  up  a  stic k from a ll of the debris on the road  and  
was slowly going down (yes there were lots of stic k jokes). Some even suggested  this was a  
c unning p lan as the sky had  now turned  dark and  home for Eric  was just a  few c orners 
away. 
 
We left Eric  a t St And rews to limp  home and  made our way bac k over the hills to finish the 
ride a t Yarra  Glen. As usua l we had  a  grea t day and  thanks to Eric , a  fantastic  ride.  
 
Steve Pasc oe. 



Ride Capta ins Report 
 
Another Full Bore out.  Seems like 2006 has been the fastest passing year I c an remember.  
Lots going on in the Marr household  w ith the passing of the Blac kb ird .  With the now near 
c ompleted  rec overy, b ike shopp ing (and  honeymoon p lanning) have bec ome the 
household  p riorities. 
 
As most of you now know the red  Blac kb ird  was written off.  As a  p rec ursor to c hec k my 
rid ing fitness I got hold  of an Aprilia  RS250 for the c lub  Sunday ride.  I managed  the ride 
w ithout too many p rob lems.  As a  result I traded  up  to Frank’s FJR1300 for a  c oup le of rides.  
I found  it a  b it ha rder pulling  and  pushing the b igger b ike a round , but the hand  hasn’ t 
fa llen off yet so it seems okay. 
 
After speaking w ith Sylvia  it has c ome down to a  two horse rac e.  The question is whether I 
am old  enough to forfeit 40 horsepower and  two c ylinders.  After getting  out on the last 
c lub rides, I enjoyed  rid ing how I ride, so it looks like the extra  c ylinders w ill stay.  Tha t being 
the c ase there is only one b ike I c an see tha t w ill be ab le to g ive me the power and  
hand ling c omb ina tion I want and  a t the same time making a  c omfortab le position for the 
p illions.  So it looks like the year and  c olour of my next Blac kb ird  a re a ll tha t needs to be 
c onfirmed . 
 
I missed  a  few rides, a  very ra re event, but I d id  have an exc use.  I hope to be bac k on the 
rides aga in now.  
 
The Oc tober overnighter to Dargo was a  grea t ride.  Leaving in slight ra in, a rriving a t 
Noojee for morning tea  tha t turned  into lunc h before head ing out into the ra in, whic h 
passed  quic kly leaving a  grea t ride into Dargo.  Tha t is the first time tha t the c lub  has been 
to Dargo, even though a  lot of us have been there on our own. 
 
The last Friday ride was a  grea t run into Wa lha lla , whic h we were b lessed  w ith grea t 
wea ther.  We have a  tw ilight ride this month and  tha t w ill see the year out exc ep t for the 
Toy Run. 
 
Next years c a lendar is done and  I hope to have it app roved  by the c ommittee this week, 
so it c an be sent out to you a ll.  Next yea r we a re going to Ta thra  aga in, slightly la ter, and  
the c lub  w ill be running an extension ride for seven days taking in a  la rge part of Vic toria  
tha t we often neg lec t.  I expec t it w ill be a  very good  week of rid ing.  We look like running 
an extra  Sunday ride to c a ter for the non shift workers. But there w ill still be seven Friday 
rides and  the two c lub  overnighters for the reproba tes. 
 
So I hope to see you a ll out on a  c lub ride soon on my own b ike. Wha tever tha t may be. 
 
 
� � � �� � � � �
Ride Cap ta in 
 
 



The Wonderful GS 
A right of reply 

 

In the last ed ition of FullBore, the ed itor c la imed  tha t he had  test ridden a  GS to find  out wha t was 
so grea t about them.  It was d isappointing  tha t his c onc lusion was tha t GS stood  for Grea t lump of 
S**t 
 

Being a  long term owner of a  GS, I was na tura lly astounded  tha t 
someone c ould  not understand  why the GS is known throughout 
the universe by educ a ted  and  knowledgeab le peop le as the 
grea test b ike a round .  I fe lt it only right and  proper to make some 
inquiries into the ed itors test ride to estab lish why this poor, 
d isillusioned  man had  taken exc ep tion to suc h a  wonderful b ike! 
 

As luc k would  have it I was a t K&R motorc yc le servic e apparently 
not long a fter the ed itor had a lleged ly been on his “ test ride”  of 
the GS.  The ed itor sta ted  tha t he had ac tua lly used  Phil 
MARSHALL’s GS for the test ride and  when I saw the b ike I 
immedia tely understood  how he had  formed  his op inion. 
 

As you c an see from the photo below, whic h I took a t the time I 
was there, there is obviously some doub t as to how he a lleged ly 
rode the “ test b ike”  or perhaps the question should  be “ Is this wha t happens when you loan your 
b ike to the ed itor???” .  I’ ll let you dec ide….!!! 
 

(Of c ourse, the ed itor may dec ide not to p rint this story, but being  the fa ir and  reasonab le person he is I am 
c onfident he will have no p rob lems p rinting  a  right of rep ly to his orig ina l a rtic le!!!) 

 

Billsy(B1) 
GS forever! 
 

Ed. Note: Oh Billsy, there are a thousand c aptions for the taking here… but I’ll leave you with the most 
obvious…. “ What do you expec t it to look like?  After a ll, it is a GS!!!”  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

   Treasurer’ s Report 
 

    01/ 07/ 2005 – 30/ 06/ 2006 
 
 In its 12th yea r the c lub  has c onsolida ted  its financ ia l position by moving  to a  more c ost-
neutra l polic y when putting  on the b ig  events suc h as the b irthday bash and  Pollieville. 
 
 In p rac tic e tha t means tha t whereas in the past it has c ost us a  lot more to put on these 
events than we have rec overed , we have moved  to a  more rea listic  c ost with a  sma ller subsidy 
from c lub  c offers.  The downside in doing  this has been tha t those tha t partic ipa te in these events 
rea lise fewer benefits to those tha t don’ t pa rtic ipa te.  The reason for making this c hange though is 
the dec reasing  c lub  membership . 
 
 In financ ia l terms this yea r’ s books are 
unremarkab le.  We finished  the yea r with only 
slightly more than $250 less than we started , a fter a  
turnover of tota l inc ome of a round  $11,750 and 
tota l outgoings of a round  $12,000.  These figures are 
up  slightly from last yea r.  Onc e aga in, a  grant from 
the Vic toria  Polic e Amateur Sports & Welfa re 
Soc iety has effec tively kep t the c lub  in the same 
financ ia l position a t the end  as a t the sta rt of the 
yea r, and  for this we a re gra teful. 
 
 See you on the next ride. 
 
Yours, 
 
� � � ���� � � � � � ��
(Treasurer, member # 286) 
 
 
 
Email sent by Marrie to a  selec t few – Sub jec t read : 
 

“ $21500 2006 6000km with panniers etc  - Maybe?”   (Pic ture of a  GS a ttac hed ) 
 

Zotts rep ly: Wha t!!!!   Another b loody c onvert. 
Marrie rep ly: Not quite, I©d  never ride a  BMW…. 
Robbo rep ly: You don©t have the guts……………………. 
Marrie rep ly: Tha t©s a  b it harsh.  All of you guys had  the c ourage to downgrade.  Why wouldn©t I ??  
 

 

… and the GS war  continues!!! 

 

Front Line Tourers M/ C Inc  
©The Austra lian Emergenc y Servic es Motorc yc le Touring 

Club© 
 

FLT membership Fac ts & Figures  
(as at 08/ 09/ 06) 

 

51 Full members 
41 Assoc ia te members 
13 Affilia te members 
  

Of the 51 full members, we have: 
18 Firies 
3 Ambos 
30 Polic e 
  

Of the assoc ia tes, the ma jority a re 
©registered© spouses, but a lso inc luded  a re: 
5 ex-Vic Pol members 
1 ex MFB member 
1 Prison Offic er 
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Well the day arrived . It was the inaugura l FLT footy trip . Grea t antic ipa tion was running through the 
group  as we a ll sta rted  to a rrive a t Mc Dona ld©s Bayswa ter.  Wha t d id  the ride leader have for us. As 
we wa ited  for the muc h antic ipa ted  b riefing  the wea ther slowly sta rted  to settle in.  By the time a ll 
had  a rrived , exc ep t Phil, it was ra ining  heavily. Rod  wasn©t c onc erned  as he seems to have been 
indoc trina ted  by Billsy into not washing  motorc yc les. 
 

After a  quic k ride briefing , ©We©ll being 
head ing to Noojee and  then I©ll let you 
know from there!!” , we moved  off. A wet 
ride into Noojee and  a rriva l a t “ The 
Outpost Retrea t” , for morning  tea . Just 
a fter we a rrived  the owners c ranked  up 
the fire and  we sta rted  to settle in. After 
a  pa ir of g loves began melting  from the 
hea t of the fire,(I need a  new pa ir. Andy 
B) we rea lised  tha t this p lac e was good 
and  we seriously began to wonder if we 
wanted  to go onto Dargo. With it still 
ra ining  outside and  an invite from the 
owner to stay for lunc h, we a ll thought “ Wha t The!” . So lunc h was had . 
 

Hearing  from a  pa tron tha t the wea ther was beautiful in Dargo we dec ided  tha t we should  move on. 
Rid ing  away from Noojee the wea ther sta rted  to c lea r. By the time we had  reac hed  Tyres for a  refuel 
the thought was to remove the wet wea thers, yet no one was quite p repared  to run the risk. 
 

Leaving  Tyres we headed  out through Toongabb ie and  through the bac k of Heyfield . Suddenly it was 
a  c ase of I©d  better get my sunnies, or I wish I had  by tinted  visor on. From Heyfield  through to 
Brigolong and  fina lly onto the Dargo road . If life c ould  only be this good  a ll the time!! The road  to 
Dargo is heaven. It is a  72 km stretc h of fantastic  sweepers and  tight c urves. It is the sort of road tha t 
makes you wonder wha t sort of job  I c ould  get up  here so I c ould  experienc e this a ll the time. The 
surfac e was in grea t nic k and  a ll had  a  b last getting  to Dargo.  
 

Arriving  outside the pub , it d idn©t take long for everyone to get a  d rink in their hands. 
Ac c ommoda tion was organised  and  more drinks were c onsumed  in the outdoor bar a rea . Inside we 

were aga in welc omed  by a  rag ing  fire. It fe lt like 
you were a t home. A beautiful d inner and  dessert 
was followed  by some of us getting  roped  in to 
p laying  pool or darts. The loc a ls thought this was 
grea t as it was $2 a  go, winner takes a ll. Peop le had 
c ome from Ba irnsda le for this night and  with The FLT 
p resent the pools were a lmost doub le wha t they 
usua lly were. Unfortuna tely not muc h suc c ess on the 

da rt boa rd  and  limited  suc c ess on the pool tab le. But the loc a ls loved  us!  An ea rly night for some, 
Billsy, Rod , Sand i and  a  la te night for others.  
 

An 8©o©c loc k b reakfast. Cerea l and a  lovely c ooked  mea l and  we were ready for the run home. A 
pa rting  look a t the hotel, a  quic k refuel and  we were off. 
 



Bac k out through the way in and  by the time we a rrived  a t Stra tford  for morning  tea  every one was 
saying  how nic e it would  be to return to Dargo for another overnighter. 
 

Rod  by this stage had  had  enough lead ing the ride, a lso a  bolt had 
fa llen out or his rear b rake linkage so Billsy took over the ride. Having 
agreed  tha t we would  have a  la te lunc h we headed  for Ya rra  
Junc tion. Having  a  fa ll free ride we made our way into Yarra  
Junc tion. Not fa r out of the junc tion I c ame a round  a  right hander 
and  there was a  b ike lying  in the d irt. Unfortuna tely Bernie had 
dec ided  to take Tineke on the off road version of the c orner but was 
unab le to stay up right. The help  of a  few and  the Duke was upright. 
Some minor fa iring damage, a  b roken pannier loc k and a  b roken 
mirror and  they were off aga in.( Apparently Bernie doesn©t like the 
mirrors on the b ike and d idn©t know the best way of telling  Tineke tha t he wanted  to rep lac e them!!). 
 

Into Yarra  Junc tion and  a  c hec k tha t Bernie and  Tineke were OK and  lunc h was had . A quic k debrief. 
And  everyone was on their way. 
 

I would  like to thank Rod  and Sand i for organising the ride. A great c oup le of days was had  by a ll 
and  the ac c ommoda tion and  food  c ould  not be faulted . 
 

For the sta ts, there were 12 peop le, 10 b ikes- 3 BMW©s, 1 Duke, 1 Yamaha , and 5 Honda©s. 3 Girls and 9 
MEN.  For those who c ouldn©t make it, keep  a  look out for next yea r as I©m sure the c lub  will be 
head ing  bac k there for a  repea t performanc e.  For those on the ride, thanks for the c ompany. A 
grea t c oup le of days. 
 

Until next time, Stay Upright. 
 
Andy BILLS(B2) 
 

The GS Story continues……. 
Well, we see it on most rides, and  as fa r as BMW’s go this b ike has managed  to c loc k up  a  lot of 
kilometres.  Tha t run up  and  down the Monash Freeway every day is as sc a ry as rid ing  behind  Charlie 
Chec a .  The b ike has no fear and goes wherever its rider takes it, perhaps unknowingly!! Of c ourse I 
refer to the red  R1100GS of Billsy.  A mac hine designed for use both on and  off road .  Or perhaps on 
road  - and  on gravel roads.  The term ‘off road ’  is often used  and  for the rec ently initia ted  to d irt b ike 
rid ing .  This c an be a  very dec eiving  desc rip tion.  We have seen 
photos of this b ike p loughing  ac ross fjords of wa ter as deep  as 4 
inc hes.  The true ‘go anywhere’  c apac ity p roud ly d isp layed  for 
a ll to see. We a ll know wha t the b ig  1150GS d id  when it got on 
the sandy beac h.  Sunk like an ep ilep tic  in quic ksand .  Of c ourse 
when they get taken ‘off (the d irt) road ’  the extra  100 kg 
c ompared  to a  ‘d irt b ike’  has a  signific ant effec t.  So when the 
newly GS initia ted  rider d id  make tha t p lunge ‘off road ’  in a  
d ried  up  Eildon dam, he got tha t sinking feeling  – litera lly. As a ll 
good  b ike riders do p rior to any towing efforts, photographs 
were taken (a t g rea t jeopardy I have to say).  So, for its sec ond 
appearanc e in the Full Bore Magazine we g ive you Billsy’s b ike stuc k in the mud . 
You know, maybe I was wrong.   Maybe GS rea lly stands for:  

Gets Sunk easily 



1. Signific ant Others 
! Have been married to Judy for nearly 24 years, we have one c hild , Mark who is 21 
years old . Judy does not rea lly like motorc yc ling, which is fine with me, as I prefer to 
ride without a  p illion. Mark rides and he owns a Suzuki SV 650. 
2. Interests 
My main interest other than motorc yc les is, 4 wheel driving and Outbac k touring. I have 
owned 4WD©s for over 30 years and spend as muc h time as possib le traveling a ll over 
Austra lia , espec ia lly the remote desert areas like the Canning Stoc k Route and the 
Gibson Desert. 
3. Reading 
A lot of my reading is just magazines about Motorcyc ling, 4WDing and Fishing. The 
books I read tend to be about Austra lian history, in partic ular about early exp lorers and 
their travels, as well as some more rec ent Austra lian travel books. 
4. Listening To 
The music  I listen to is mostly from the 60©s, 70©s and 80©s, from bands like Cream, Led 
Zepplin, AC/ DC, The Beatles etc . I a lso like some of the lastest music  and still watc h 
Rage and Video Hits when I am at home. 
5. Current Bike(s) 
My b ike is an Aprilia  RST 1000 Futura, a fter years of sing les, twins, in line 4©s and then 
V4©s,  I fina lly found V-twins, firstly Honda©s VTR, then Duc ati©s ST2 and now the Aprilia . 
Life doesn©t get any better. 
6. Dream Mac hine 
If money was no ob jec t, it would be a Ducati 750 SS Imola or a Ducati 900 SS both from 
the 70©s, but being rea listic  a  Duc ati Paul Smart Replic a would do just nic e. 
7. Three People you would like to have d inner with(a live or dead) 
The first would be Len Beadell, the last of the Austra lian outbac k exp lorers. He opened 
up a large part of remote Austra lia  by build ing 6000 kms of roads, suc h as the 
Gunbarrel Highway. The other two would be 
Sir Edmund Hilary, the Conqueror of Mt. Everest, and John Mc Dougall Stuart, the 
Nineteenth Century exp lorer. 
8. Favorite Plac e To Ride 
It©s a loop, I like to do this most years. Take the bac k roads to Bairnsdale, up the Omeo 
Hwy., turn off to Dinnner Pla in over Hotham, then onto Bright, Whitfield , Mansfield  and 
home. This is a  great ride and beautiful sc enery. 

 

Our member profile this edition is Peter Dusting. Dusty is a very experienc ed motorcyc list and a Frontline Tourer regular. Pete is a lso 
known by his friends as an adventurer with a fantastic  knowledge of a ll things mec hanic al and motorcyc ling.   

Steve Mole 



Another  Frontline Wedding?  

(from the Ride Cap ta in) 
 

Severa l yea rs ago a  young c arpenter named  Rodney Hagan joined  the Frontline Tourers as an 
a ffilia te with the a id  of his sponsor Rob  Ric e.  Rod  has stuc k with the c lub  for severa l yea rs and a t 
the c lubs 9th Birthday Bash was rewarded  with ‘Spec ia l Affilia te’  sta tus. 
 

A few yea rs la ter a  young lady with a  smile ha rder to get rid  of than a  Honda  on your ta il, turned 
up  on her ZZR250 –adventure b ike.  Soon a fter Andy Bills (B2) mentioned  tha t Sandra  (known to us 

a ll as Sand i) was invited  on a  Snowy Ride.  Somewhere in the 
a ltered  a tmosphere Rod  and Sand i struc k up  a  c onversa tion 
and  off things go.  A little b it of time for rumours to build  passed 
before Sand i turned  up  for the Toy Run on the bac k of Rod ’s 
b ike.   Not long a fter tha t first Christmas they moved  out of their 
respec tive bac helor and  bac heloress pads into the Kew 
Cottage.  After a  short time they moved into the unit a t 
Donc aster, fina lly buying  their own love nest in Donc aster. 
 

Rod has stayed  c onstant keep ing  the Fireb lade for tha t time.  
He d id  of c ourse run into a  bus somewhere in there too.  Sand i 
as we a ll know threw c ha ins, rode p lac es we da re not mention, 
and  of c ourse tota lly sc rewed  the ZZR’s little engine before 
upgrad ing  to her CBR600. 
 

Together in the last few yea rs they have taken their b ikes to 
New Zea land , to c ure Rod  of his fea r of wet wea ther rid ing .  A 
trip  to Tha iland  enjoying  the finer points of sc ooter rid ing , and 
most rec ently a  trip  to Canada  experienc ing  the grea t feeling 
of running  out of petrol 10000 km from home 

 

On Sa turday the 25th o f November a t the Buc kland  Stud io Retrea t, Buc kland  Va lley, Rod  and  Sand i 
tied  the knot bec oming another FLT vic tim of love.  They have ventured  off to Vanua tu for a  
motorc yc le free honeymoon.   So now you will know them as Mr & Mrs Hagan, or Mr & Mrs Haggis, 
or Mr & Mrs Kerigan (jnr).  Apparently they’ ll answer to any of them.   We wish them both well for 
their future together.  Who knows we may even see a  CBR250 in the future??? 
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It was the midd le of November and  two of our esteemed  c ommittee, both soon to bec ome Dad©s, a re 
taking advantage of their last few months of freedom from pa renting  responsib ilities.  So the day is set aside 
and  a  ride is p lanned to take p lac e.  But on the morning  the weather bureau p red ic ts c old  weather and  a  
b it of ra in.  Well our truly c ommitted  and  ha rdy BMW riders c a tc h w ind  of this and  a fter a  c onversa tion tha t is 
shorter tha t one where a  w ife asks for sex, they c anc el the ride…   As a  c ommitted  member of the c lub  I 
have to take time out of my hec tic  sc hedule just to c hec k on how our ©prec ious© BMW riders a re travelling .  
Fortuna tely they a re tuc ked  inside w ith a  DVD going  and  the duc ted  hea ting  opera ting  a t a  lovely 
tempera ture. Simila r to Da rw in in Marc h.  They ha ve (sensib ly) set themselves up  a t the kitc hen tab le c lose to 
the kettle for refills and  the two lonely c hoc ola te b isc uits tell their own story.   After I©m happy they a re both 
okay and  c an©t hurt themselves, I leave them and  head  out into the d read ful gentle b reeze and  thirteen 
degree freezing  tempera ture shield ing  my eyes from the b right b lue sky.  As I head  off c omforta b le in the 
knowledge tha t these hard  men of motorc yc ling  a re sa fe and  sound , out of ha rms way, and  both BMW©s a re 
sa fely pa rked  under c over, the rea lisa tion of wha t GS rea lly stands for hits me like a  ton of b ric ks…. 
 

Gone Soft 



Wa l h a l l a , N o v em ber  2006 
 
Wa lha lla  was the destina tion for the la test Frontline Tourers Friday ride, and  if you d idn’ t make it 
you missed  some grea t roads, fantastic  wea ther and  good  c ompany. 

 
Ian Marr (Ride Cap ta in extraord ina ire) was our ride leader, so 
we were guaranteed  good  roads and  a  grea t ride.  At the 
ride b riefing  Tourers’  debutants Debra  (on a  GSXF750 Suzuki) 
and  Greig  Mc Farlane (on a  Honda  Blac kb ird ) were g iven a  
quic k run-down on c orner marking , and  a fter a  short ride 
b riefing  the ride was underway.  We a lso welc omed  bac k 
Mark Hill (on a  Kawasaki Z750) who has done a  c oup le of 
rides with the c lub  (it’ s a  little known fac t tha t Mark is 
c onsidering  joining  the polic e forc e just so he c an join the 
Tourers…!).  B1 volunteered for Ta il End  Charlie; a  nomina tion 
I was happy with bec ause he has a  gea r sac k on the GS and 
so the c hanc es of an errant first-a id  kit getting  off the bac k of 
the b ike a t a  hundred k’ s an hour, or rubb ing  for ha lf a  ride 
on the rea r tyre were non-existent (we have a  high c asua lty 
ra te in first a id  kits whic h – ironic a lly – c an’ t be helped  when 
they’ re injured  in tha t way…).  Pa rt of B1’s volunteering was 

based  on the idea tha t if he was a t the bac k no-one would  notic e tha t his rea r tyre was 
signific antly fla t in its c ross sec tion through da ily c ommuting .  He had  some serious c ornering  to do 
to wear the rest of the tyre out, and  wha t better way to do it than to follow Ian on a  great day on 
the road .  Ian however, hadn’ t had  the c hanc e to sc out the ride, so it was down to maps and 
memory as he took off to lead  the way.   
 
The wea ther for the sta rt of the ride was dark and  overc ast and  it seemed  c erta in tha t we were 
likely to get some ra in, so we set off expec ting  the worst.  Ian led  us down the Princ es Freeway to 
c lear the metro a rea , then south of the freeway through the fa rming c ountry towards Koo-wee-
rup , bac k ac ross the freeway up  to Jind ivic k and  on through to Neerim South.  Morning tea  was 
the order of the day as Ian reviewed  the maps and  those without the enduranc e of a  GS topped  
up .  By this stage Deb and  Greig  had seen c orner marking  in ac tion and  were old  hands a t it so it 
was full steam ahead . 
 
From Neerim South we headed  north to Noojee and  then bac k south on the fabulous Ic y Creek /  
Willow Grove road , whic h (sinc e the last time I rode it anyway) has had  some c entre line marking 
added .  This sec tion of road  is na rrow (only slightly b igger than one lane) in p lac es, has b lind , tight 
c orners, no c orner speed  advisory signs, no formed  edg ing  and  is c onstantly used  by log truc ks – it 
doesn’ t get any better than this!  In fac t, Deb was so taken by the beauty of the na tura l ra inforest 
in whic h the road  winds tha t she dec ided  tha t she’d  get c loser to na ture and leave the aspha lt for 
the d irt.  No p rob lem, exc ep t tha t she’s not on a  BMW GS and  a  GSXF head ing  off road  a t speed  is 
a  tric ky p roposition!  Deb  held  it together though (muc h to the delight of Greig , who was following) 
and  dec ided  tha t the whole experienc e was a  grea t adventure, a lbeit one tha t she was not 
anxious to repea t… 
 
The rest of the ride to Wa lha lla  was grea t, with the wea ther fining up , b lue skies appearing  and  the 
road  dry and  c lear of debris.  There was little tra ffic  going  slowly a long the wind ing and  a t times 
tight Wa lha lla  road , and  we a rrived  a t the pub  with just enough time to order. 
Lunc h was c onsumed  either in the pub ’s beer garden amid  the steep  hills tha t c rad le the historic  
township , or in the ba r surrounded  by old  photos of the town showing its development as a  thriving 
gold  mining  town. 



After lunc h, went into Tyers for fuel, bec ause (c ontra ry to the last time we were there) there is no 
fuel a t Eric a  or Rawson any more for the return trip .  Still, tha t only meant we got to do another 
road  on our way bac k to the Willow Grove road , and  tha t was fine.  Sec ond  time on the road  was 
just as good , and  this time it was done without Deb ’s off-road  adventure. 
 
From there was the beautiful sweepers and then 
the tight little sec tion of road  between Noojee and 
Powelltown, and  fina lly the ride’s end  and  de-brief 
a t Ya rra  Junc tion. 
It was an absolutely beautiful day; a  g rea t day to 
be out and on the b ikes enjoying  some grea t 
c ompany, some fantastic  roads and  some sa fe 
motorc yc ling .  Well done Ian. 
 
Note: a fter his ac c ident it was and is exc ellent to 
see Ian rid ing  aga in and  his rec upera ting  thumb 
doesn’ t seem to slow him down any (dammit!).  On 
this ride Ian was using  Frank Bangham’s FJR1300; 
bereft of a  rider due to Frank’s emp loyment whic h 
sees him out of the c ountry for long periods.  Given tha t Ian was b ike-less for a  while there it worked 
out well for both Ian and  the b ike.  Ian however, wasn’ t swayed  by the power of the 1300, its sha ft 
d rive, its c avernous panniers or its elec tric  sc reen (whic h he gave a  fa ir work-out), as he is now (or 
soon will be – as soon as he puts it bac k together) bac k on a  Blac kb ird !  We will a ll have the 
p leasure of waving  Ian good  bye as he rides off into the d istanc e on his 2002 Blac kb ird .  Lookout, 
the Marr-man is bac k! 
 
 
 



  
 

With a ll this baby stuff going on, I 
thought it was time we had a 
‘Juniors’ Membership Offic er. 

What do you think??? 
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My b rother rec ently returned  from a  
few weeks in the Sta tes.   Wasn’ t a  
rea l fan of L.A. or NYC.  I think his 
c omment was, “ it’ s a  3rd  world  
c ountry… they just don’ t know it”  
One thing  he d id  enjoy was a  
museum he visited  in Birmingham, 
Alabama.   Chec k out this link and  
you’ ll see why: 
 

http :/ / ba rbermuseum.org/ index.html 
 

Zotts    

One member’s reply when he heard the Ride 
Captain got his new Blackbird: 

"Thank god  it’ s a  Honda . one more sha ft-
rid in© homo and  a  hetro man would  have to 
think about ba iling  out!!!! "  
E.B  

E.B., I think tha t stands for ……… 
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‘Williamstown Wander’ -  22nd November, 2007 
 
With the new Blac kb ird  a t home in it’ s fina l stages of c ustomising , the last minute run a round  to get 
a  b ike for the twilight ride had begun.  The fina l op tions c ame down to a  trip  to Carrum to c ollec t 
the CBR600 or a  5 minute d rive to Croydon to p ic k up  the K600GS from the Mc Lean stab les.   Being 
a  lazy shit I c hose the BMW600.  So from now on I c an’ t use any of those lines like, “ I wouldn’ t ride 
tha t if my life depended  on it” , or “ I would  wa lk over hot c oa ls for a  Honda  before I ride a  BMW” . 
 

So my a fternoon sta rts with p ic king  up  the b ike then rid ing  it to Clayton to p ic k up  Sylvia  from work 
in order to get to the sta rt of the ride somewhere near on time.  A b risk ride on the very nimb le GS 
got me there without too many p rob lems.  Loaded  up  with the p illion we had  troub le keep ing  the 
tyres the only thing  in c ontac t with the road .  However not too long and  we were a t the sta rt 
where Sylvia  was p lac ed  onto a  b ig  GS for the ride.  Quite possib ly bec ause Sc ott hea rd  us 
sc rap ing the b ike in the Mc Dona lds c a r park.   It turned out to be a  sensa tiona l day, about 20 
degrees and  fine.  A b it of sun bec ause we were going  west, but just nic e to ride in.  The ride had  a  
c oup le of infrequent riders and  quite possib ly the first Harley for a  few yea rs on a  c lub  ride. I’m a  
little d ismayed  but it made it a ll the way without one sing le part fa lling  off, a lthough it only had  to 
go a round  six c orners.  Laurie Martin turned up  on his new Triumph.  He seems to have mastered 
tha t fa ll over p rob lem tha t seems to be inherent in some of them…. 
 

A c onfusing  day; me on a  BMW and  Billsy off his red  GS tearing  up  the road  on the b lue GS b itsa  of 
Phil Marsha ll.  A b ike smooth and  silent.  So smooth and  silent in fac t tha t Billsy had  to take his wife 
Lindy home pa rt of the way as she c ould  bear the noise, even with ea rp lugs in. 
 

Unfortuna tely the Morning  Sta r Hotel was a  little demand ing  and set an a rriva l time for us. Yes 
tha t’ s a  first.  So we headed  off, fourteen of us a long a  few suburban roads making  our way to 
Ferntree Gully Road  and  then onto the South eastern Freeway through the tunnel, over the b ridge 
and  down into the Williamstown a rea .   As we meandered our way a long Melbourne Road  a  
b londe, young lady jogger wearing  b lue tight shorts, white T-shirt with a  white b ra , ankle soc ks 
wearing  Nike size 7 runners, bounc ed  her way past the group .  At the next lights it was very 
interesting  wa tc hing  a ll the riders pull up  together and  have a  c hat, obviously about the jogger.  I, 
of c ourse, ha rd ly notic ed  her a t a ll!  Honestly I just got told  about her… 
 

Not long a fter this we were in the main street of Williamstown, through wha t should  have been our 
last c orner.  Obviously now d istrac ted , somehow the last 5 b ikes got lost in the main street.  
Fortuna tely we had  Sylvia  to ask for d irec tions.  She was permitted  to do this, as Sc ott’ s rules are fa r 
less d rac onian than my own.  Direc tions are for the weak.  Give me a  U turn anytime.  Armed  with 
this new informa tion we made a  short detour and  ended  up  a t the Morning  Sta rt Hotel.  I’m still not 
c onvinc ed ! 
  

The Morning  Star- A hotel renowned  for hosp itab ility and  adap tab ility??  As we booked  for ten and 
turned  up  with 14 they went into a  fla t sp in.  They c an’ t have extras ‘we’ re booked  out’ .  
Fortuna tely with the add ition of a  few c ha irs tha t p rob lem was overc ome.  Then there is the d rink 
saga .  No we don’ t have jugs, you have to buy d rinks a  g lass a t a  time – handy when you’ re 
tuc ked  in like tuna  in a  John West c an.  Oh well, we will make the best of it. 
 

Lastly, c an we pay for our mea l?  Oh no, we don’ t sp lit the b ill, ‘ it’ s too ha rd ’   Here is your non 
itemized  ac c ount to assist you though.  Well, luc ky we a re honest.  We a ll put in and  were within 
$2, not bad  eh?   So a fter d inner we ad journed  to the footpa th for a  c offee and  c ha t, leaving  just 
a fter the sun d id .  Relaxing , trying  to figure out wha t tha t guy on the Triumph was doing? Turns out 
he was kic k sta rting  his b ike…   
 

Well done Geoff, another g rea t soc ia l event for those who made the effort.  Perhaps next time we 
will go to a  d ifferent pub , maybe the ‘Evening  Sta r’  

Ian Marr 



A subtle reminder…. DON’T FORGET TATHRA 
 

Your c ommittee have dec ided that it would be best to start our great Vic torian Tour stra ight after our annual 
get together with members from the ACT and NSW. We all had suc h a great time in Tathra earlier this year 
that we have dec ided that we should return there this year. So if you c ouldn’t make it this year this is a great 
opportunity for what will be a fantastic  weekend. 
 

Leaving from Tathra, we will be heading  off through Vic toria  on a week long adventure in order to 
experienc e the best roads and loc ations that Vic toria  has to offer.  
The dates at this stage are as follows: 
 

Friday, 16/ 02/ 07:                                             leave Melbourne for Tathra 
Friday, 16/ 02/ 07 until Monday 19/ 02/ 07       Tathra   
Monday 19/ 02/ 07                                            Corryong 
Tuesday 20/ 02/ 07                                            Wangaratta 
Wednesday 21/ 02/ 07                                      Bendigo  
Thursday 22/ 02/ 07                                           Bendigo  
Friday 23/ 02/ 07                                                Ararat 
Saturday 24/ 02/ 07                                           Warrnambool 
Sunday 25/ 02/ 07                                              Melbourne 
 

Of c ourse many of you may opt to join and leave this trip  at various points a long the way; it will be flexib le 
enough to c ater for those that are unable to do the whole ten days. There will a lso be a group whic h will 
head bac k to Melbourne on the Monday following  Tathra. 
 

Please note that these dates and loc ations at this stage are not c ompletely fixed and may a lter slightly 
depending on availab ility of ac c ommodation. More information to follow. 
 

So start organizing you leave now for what promises to be another fantastic  Front Line Tourers Adventure! 

�
 
Well, that’s it for another year of Full Bore magazines.   Hope you’re enjoyed the read. 
 
As I ’ve said before, I ’m far from a writer/editor and do this as a bit of fun.   Please feel free to contribute 
or, if you have any ideas, email me.   I  don’t get a lot of feedback on the mag so some constructive 
criticism would be appreciated.   I f you do want to contribute, just a couple of points: 
 

- Email me with whatever you’ve got as soon as you’ve got it.   Believe me, getting them in the 
last week before the mag is due out, and all together, is a bit taxing 

- I f you do a ride report, please include the ride number, date of the ride and the author’s name.  
Sometimes I get ride reports passed on by others and I have no idea who did them.   Also, try 
and include photo’s (might be one for the committee who are present on rides to make sure 
they come through) 

- While I  will still have my usual email address (which changed recently to macy1@aapt.net.au ), 
I  now have another email address dedicated to the mag.   Anything you have, please email to: 

 
fullbore@aapt.net.au 
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