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|t’swinter timel 1]

Don’t you just love thistime of year. For those of uswho ride to work every morning, getting up in the
darkness, putting on the winter gloves (and the heated hand grips for good measure) and freezing our
n#tsoff on the way. Imustsaythatit hasn’'t been ascold and wet a winteraswe’ve had in recent years.

The last overnighter to Wangaratta had a good turn up and, asluck would have it, we had some pretty
damn good weather. Certainly betterthan expected forthat time of year.

We’ve also had another successful birthday bash. Thisone a bit different aboard the M.V. Louisianna, a
refurbished 80 foot heritage vessel. It was a great night, good food and, as always, good company.
Thanksmust go to Tina & Cherie for getting thisone organized.

Another bumper issue with some good contributions from club members. [I've also turned my hand to
writing bike reports. Hey... I'm the editor, Ican do what everllike. My reportswon’t contain all the usual
technical lingo (I don’t understand it myself) but will be more of a novice’s guide as to how a bike
handles. My first report islikely to ruffle a few feathersin the club.

Congratulationsto Billsy (B1) for receiving his Life Membership at the Birthday Bash and to Billsy (B2) on his
upcoming graduation from the Academy (again). Congratulationsmust also go to lan & Sylvia and <ott
& Kirdy. Oh yeah, and good to see you on your feet VB. Safe riding to all and hope to get more of the
same forthe next edition. (PS My spiesgot a pic of the Ride Captain on a chopper!!! Se in thisedition)

Adrian Dalzotto
Member# 451

Phil Marshall FLT Member #f162AF
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Front LineTourers M/Cinc

“The Australian Emergency Services Motor cycle Touring Club”

G’day Fontline Tourers,

Asa result of a recent mishap, | find myself back in the market fora new steed. My trusty FZ1 hasgone
to god, or at least to the Fowles Auction yard, which could be a bike heaven or hell, depending on
your point of view. So | have been madly combing the internet and the trader magaznes trying to
find that one special machine that will take pride of place in the garage for at least the next few
years.

Itisa considered choice, it must have a comfortable riding position, not too talla seat height, not too
sporty, not too cruisy, must have a reasonable pilion accommodation, pannierswould be great and
of course it must fit into my limited budget. Easy you might think. | have narrowed my search to a few
different bikesthat more or lessfit the bill. Of course now the trick isto find the one that offersthe best
value. Of course, the usual thingsapply; the bike that you're most interested in isalwaysright over the
other sde of town or up the country, or the bike that has been for sale for the last month suddenly
sellsthe day before you get there. But | must admit it’skind of fun too, looking at and discussing all of
the optionswith everyone who will listen. It’sone of life’sgreat pleasures, picking up that new steed!

But enough about me, we have had some great ridesin the last few months, Robbo’s overnighter
was a great success, good roads, great weather, excellent accommodation, fantastic company,
what more could anyone want! I'm sure that you willallagree that ourridesare alwaysofa very high
standard. There have been a couple of new initiatives too, the social sp evening was a great
success, stay tuned forthe next one probably sometime in August. Unfortunately the ride day did not
eventuate, which wasa bit disappointing, but | guessthat’'sthe way it goes.

By the time you read thisthe Birthday Bash would have been and gone. It isalwaysa great night out,
so if you have never been to one keep it in mind for next year. Your committee have also decided
that a couple of daysbefore each ride you will receive a text message on your mobile to remind you
of the ride details. Thisshould be up and running before the next ride. Let usknow what you think.

| hope that you all enjoy this edition of Fullbore. Many thanks again to Zotts for putting thistogether
and for my fellow committee members for all of their hard work and inspiration. The Fontline Tourers
would not be in existence if not forthe work of a numberof dedicated people.

Ihope you allkeep safe and look forward to meeting everyone on a ride very soon.
Cheers,

Presdent




New Model Rumors for 2007

Honda

The big Hisset to release a numberof new bikesforthe 2007 model
year. Rumored are a new VFR, CBR600, replacement for the
Blackbird,CB600 and CB1000 Hornet and all new VTR The VTR1000 is
setto become a VTR1200 and will feature fuel injection, radial
brakesand upsde down forks. (Attention Eric Belot)

Yamaha
Most of Yamaha’snew modelsare in the dirt bike range, howeverexpect an allnew R1
sportshike,FZ6 naked and we may even see the return of the Vmax; V4 monster.

Suzuki

The GSXR1000 sportsbhike isset fora majorupgrade, with fly by wire technology and even more
power! Asif we needed it. There willbe a GSL000 naked bike, and the excellent SY650 twin will
become a SV700.

Kawasaki

Expect an allnew Z1000 naked bike, a new Zx6 and possbly
touring and naked versonsof the Hayabusa beating ZX14. Imagine
a 200bhp tourer!

BMW

There willbe a naked and GSverson of BM’snew F800 vertical twin, which
willbe released here in a sports (S and touring (ST) version later on this
year. BMW have also just announced an R1200R, featuring traction control.

| Triumph
Expect an allnew more road orientated Tiger, plusthere may be a

naked version of Tiumph’sbriliant 675 sportsbike.

Ducati

Ducatiare developing an all new Vtwin 1200, to be used in a number of bikesincluding a
restyled Multistrada and a 996 styled sportshbike. In addition the 620 air cooled mill isset to
become a 695 and willbe used in a number of bikesincluding the Monster, Multissrada and the

soonto be released Hypermotard.

Aprilia

Aprilia are currently testing a 750 triple engine to be used in an allnew
sportstourer. The RSV1000 Mille willbecome a 1200. Aprilia are also testing
an allnew V Four mill.




Friday Ride (07/04/06)
(by Steve Mole)

About 15 brave and hardy solesassembled at the KFC at Narre Warren on what promised to be a
cold wintersday. Geoff Kan leading hisfirst ride took usout though the fog towardsthe mountains
via the back of Berwick. Although it was a cold morning the sun was breaking through in spots,
which made me wonderwhat the rest of the day would bring, alasit wasnotto be.

Aswe were coming into Warburton via the back roads, the fog got thicker and the temperature
gotcolder. It wasfreezing! Inoticed a strange noise coming from the back of my bike, in addition
it seemed to be handling strange and there wasthisfunny smell.......... What wasit? lwondered, a
flat tyre? Something caught in the swing arm? | couldn’'t see anything wrong. On arrival at
Warburton for morning break | found that the Frst Aid kit had fallen off the back and become
wedged between the rear wheel and mudguard, unfortunately my rear wheel had worn a large
hole in the side of the first aid kit. Our first aid kit had gone to god........... Doh!

We all toasted the demise of the first aid kit with
Cappuccinos and sticky buns at one of Warburton’s fine
bake housesand at the same time all tried to keep warm.

After morning tea we headed off through Warburton and
over the Reefton Spur, which was a bit tricky, but still
good fun in the damp conditions. Conditions got rapidly
worse on the run up to the top of Lake Mountain, rain,
fog, even snow. We all ssopped briefly at the top of Lake
Mountain to take photos and to appease those like me
with weak bladders. A furious snow fight quickly ensued
and in a disgraceful display of gross disrespect, your
beloved presdent was pelted with snow whilst trying to
take photosof the group forthismagazne.

After thisshameful episode we continued onto the warm and inviting environs of the Reefton Pub
forlunch. One of the really nice thingsabout a shorterride like thisone isthat you get to do things
at a leisurely pace. Along and relaxed lunch wasenjoyed by all.

After lunch we continued on back over the Black Sur, which isin fantastic condition these days
and to the rides end in Yarra Glen. Despite the cool conditions this was a very enjoyable ride.
Good roads, good company, good food and good countryside. What more do you want!

Many thanksto Geoff fora great ride!

éREDIIIInG

Redwing Honda started business in 1999 and has quickly evolved into one of the leading Honda Motorcycle
dealers in Australia. We are the only HRC dealer in Australia and are a one stop shop for motorcycling.

Up to 10%
discount on all accessories,
spares, services, tyres
for
Front Line Tourers

78 Bell Street, Heldelberg Heights, 3081
Tel: (03) 9459 5553 Fax: (03) 94571142




Vice President’s Ramblings...

By the time you read this we will be into the second half of the year and the
bithday bash will have come and gone. This birthday bash will be particularly
special to me as | will be awarded life membership of the club. Thisaward means
more than | can probably describe for a number of reasons but particularly for the
recognition from my peerswithin the club.

| was lucky enough to be one of the founding members of the club back in 1993
when Whitey first suggested the idea and | haven’'t looked back since. | have been
to so many different places within the state and Australia as a direct result of my
involvement with the club and to top it off, | have made so many friendsthrough the
club who I'm sure will still be with me for many yearsto come.

Ambos, coppersand firieshave alwaysgot along well both on and off duty and so
it was never really a surprise that a club made up of these groups would be a
success. Init'sheyday we had over 250 memberswhich made for some interesting
rideswith the numbersof people that would come along. I stillremembera Toy Run
where we had over 100 membersand a Sunday ride with almost 80! In the early days
it wasn’t uncommon to have up to 40 bikeson a ride.

Whilst thiswas fun, particularly when going through small towns, it was d efinitely
a lot of work to organise and co ordinate the ride. Whilst the club isnow smaller, it is
easer to get to know other members and the organisation of the ridesisa lot more
relaxed. Iam enjoying my time in the club probably more than I ever have.

| have seen a lot of memberscome and go within the club, and some that have
returned again. It isthe nature of motorcycling that it isseen by most people asa
hobby and therefore one of the things most likely to be sacrificed in the interest of
house buying or family. I am lucky enough to have a family that understands my
passion (obsesson??) with riding and who wouldn’t let me give up the bike, even if |
wanted to!

It has always been a pleasure to be a
member of the Hontline Tourers and |
would like to take thisopportunity to thank
all the members for this award. Rest
assured that I will continue to be an active
memberformany yearsto come.

Vice President




(by Peter Dusting)

Thiswas Moley’'sride to Wilson’sProm. Due to othercommitments, | had not been on a ride since
the previous Prom ride. | checked out the weather report for Riday and the day was looking
fantastic and |wasable to attend . The meeting place wasNarre Warren Macca’sat 0900 hrs. It
was about 09:15 before everybody had arrived and was ready to leave after coffee and toilet
visits.

We headed out along the PrincesHwy, 11 bikesin total, to Nar Nar Goon and turned onto the old
Nar Nar Goon to Longwarry Road. We started thisride in beautiful sunshine but Seve lead us
through large areas of heavy fog whilst travelling through some of Victoria’siconic towns. These
townsincluded Tynong, Garfield, Bunyip, Longwarry and through to Drouin. We turned off the old
Highway just after Drouin and headed down LandersTrack. Thiswasthe first time | had ridden this
road. It had some lovely corners, including some that were very moist and others that had a
green growth, all of which added to the to the enjoyment and excitement of thissection of road.

We came out onto the Warragul to Korumburra Road. We headed for morning tea down thisroad,
but we had to share it with groupsof carsand trucks. The fog had gone and the sun wasshining.
Kelly’s Bakery in Korumburra was the place for morning tea, which included coffees, cakes and
toilet stops, plus fuel for some Honda riders. We also had a Honda, at this stop that needed to
leave the ride due to problemswith the charging system on hisbike.

We retraced our stepsfor a short distance back up the Warragul Road and took a road through
Arawata and Fairbank on the way to Leongatha. This road was suggested by Bilsy, which
explains why there was a section of dirt, on this road. After Leongatha we traveled through
Dumbalk, Merrniyan, Fsh Creek and onto a fuel stop at Yankie.

The ride from Yankie to Tidal River isone of the great ridesin Victoria, especially when there isvery
little car traffic on the road. Lunch wasat Tidal River, takeaway for some, home made lunchesfor
othersand all shared with the local bird life, which included good conversation and some great
stories.

Lunch over, we retraced our stepsto Merrniyan, then to Inverloch via Tarwin, then along the coast
to Wonthaggi. This was a refuel stop. We headed off down the Bass Hwy, then took a turn to
Authur Creek, which headed to Loch. Thiswasa great motorcycling road to finish off the day on,
it was a Billsy suggestion, there wasno dirt but thiswasone of the best roadsto ride a bike on. This
was the first time for me down thisroad, but it will not be the last. We followed the highway to
Cranbourne, where we stopped at Macca’sto say ourgood-byes.

Great day, excellent weather, thank you Seve.



$0.... what does really stand for?

(by Adrian Dalzotto)

I never really like to distinguish myself apart from other people who may be different in
appearance, gender, religion or whatever. Least of allbecause of the bike Iride. Okay.... there
might be the odd occasion where I'm stting on my BMW and think 'm pretty special. That was
until recently, when I received an email from a member of our club, who shall remain nameless
(initialslan MARR). Thishad been addressed to the BMW riders of the club and wasa light hearted
dig at Beemerriders, from an article he had read.

Okay, that'sfine. Maybe we are a bit special after all. And to think I'm in the company of the
likes of Scotty, Rixy, Robbo, Billsy etc as BMW riders. Well, that was until | saw a reply sent to lan
from Billsy. Billsy made a point of talking up the virtuesof GSridersetc etc. Thanksvery much Billsy
forleaving me (and Georg) out in the cold.

Then it got me thinking. What'sso bloody good about the G S? | had to find out. It wasalso
going to give me the chance to sharpen my skills at doing write ups on various bikes for the club
mag. Now, I know what you’'re all thinking. “Zottsisa mechanical cripple when it comesto bikes’
This may be so but | was thinking more of a novice'sviews on how a bike handles. | might not
know all the tech stuff but | know whatiscomfortable and good to ride.

Why not try out my first report of the G S? (Sop cringing Billsy)

I got my hands on an interesting looking GSand took off fora spin. | wasgoing to head for the
hills but didn’t trust myself so | stuck to the ‘burbs. | must say, right from the start, the looks of this
thing didn’t do much for me. You can sit back and look at these all day long but it takeson a
different look when you’'re stting on one. The old ‘chook chaser on steroids is a very apt
description. Off lwent.

The handlebars are ‘interesting’, to say the least. It’slike hanging onto the horns of a great big
steer (that'ssteer asin bull, not steer asin steering wheel) |Iliken it to the ape hangerson Harley’s
(just more horizontal, rather than vertical) Makes it difficult splitting traffic. The seat felt like a
block of wood and nothing like the armchair comfort that I sit in on my RT. Then there was the
vibration. I've already made an appointment with my dentist to replace all my fillingsthat shook
loose. Iwon’'t go on about the antique controlsand dials, let alone ‘that noise’ coming from the

pipe.

Suffice to say, give me my RTany day over one of these things. Sorry if 've offended anyone but |
gotta call‘em aslsee ‘em. I'm the editor,Ican say what llike... freedom of the pressand all.

And yes, | figured out what G Sreally standsfor ....

reat biglump of  **t



May Overnighter (by scott McLean)

Sounding more like something out of a Gilbert & Sulivan muscal than a pub in
Wangaratta wasthe Hotel Pinsent, another successful destination fora Tourersovernighter.
Thisone wasorganised by Neale and Cherie Robinson, who —in the name of thoroughness
and professonalism — researched the event by scouting the ride and staying in the pub
several weeks before leading the May overnighter. Their efforts resulted in an excellent
and extremely enjoyable ride (for most anyway...).

The start point for the ride was Narre Warren, and as
usual it was coffee and catching up before getting
underway. Nineteen riders and pillions fronted for
the trip, and we were rewarded with fine weather
and the prospect of good riding and another great
time away.

After the ride briefing and safety brief we set off

looking forward to the rolling hills of Gembrook and

the magnificent Black Spour, with morning tea at Marysville being the first stop of the day.
Refuelling was necessary for some of the more endurance-challenged bikes, with most
happy to keep going to Mansfield and lunch. Lunch was relaxed with a refuel for
everyone in preparation for the most excellent Tolmie-Whitfield Road. Although roadworks
in some of the corers made themselves felt at times, mostly the road was in good
condition and dry, and made foran excellent opportunity for the ride group to spread out
and enjoy the road at everyone’sown pace.

The re-group at Whitfield saw everyone down the
mountain safe and sound. Fom there it waseasy riding,
paralleling the King River all the way into Wangaratta to
our accommodation for the evening at the Hotel
Pinsent.

The owners of

the pub and our

hosts for the
evening were Peter and Wendy Ross. They are
bikers themselves, and they provided a warm
welcome asthe temperature started to fall at the
end of the day. They even sorted out secure
parking for the bikes, and although it was a
logistical nightmare to get them all in to the pub’s
small rear yard, thirteen bikes eventually did fit
(half the problem wasthe reluctance of some ownersto take the bikes off the hard stuff
and onto the dirt....).

The bikes safely locked in the yard and not needing another moment’s thought we set
about making ourselves at home. The accommodation was basic but clean, and we



had everything we needed. Towels and bedding were provided, as well as tea and
coffee making facilities in each room. Wih a few pre-dinner drinks under the belts of
some we ventured downstairsto the dining room at a reasonable hour and settled in for a
night of enjoyable socialising. Bike stories were, as usual, the topic of the day, but mix in
with that a good deal of shop talk, some tall talesand some utter crap and you have a
very enjoyable night of laughs and good hearted stirring. Though it wasn’t a late night
there were some very tired Tourerswho finally made it up the stairsto bed.

(It was rumoured that overnight “Lager-man” made an appearance in
variouslocationsthroughout the Tourersrooms. There may or may not be
photos... Someone pointed out that Lager-Man and Dave Calkin have
never been seen in the same room together — sounds highly unlikely if you
ask me though...)

The next day was fine and promising to be good for riding, with dry

weather and minimal shadowscourtesy of an overcast sky. We extricated

the bikesand headed west from Wangaratta past the Warby Range Park,

enjoying the easy riding and gentle countryside. Travelling north of Lake
Mokoan we ended up paralleling the Hume Highway for some of the morning, until Neale
unveiled a very pleasant surprise. Contrary to all expectations, we had the pleasure of 10
or 15 kilometres of dirt to test the bikes on. As usual the off-road capable bikes shone
through, and without exception everyone in the club enjoyed the break from the
bitumen...

Fom Euroa we headed across the Hume and into the
more hilly country between Euroa and Merton. Things
were going well and everyone was enjoying the road,
until the presdent decided that he was going to try a
short burst of cross country — with the bike on its side!
Fortunately, though the bike sustained some damage it
wasrideable, and the only injuriesthe presdent got was
from where he waskicking himself. He wasokay though,
and thatisa successful crash in anyone’slanguage!

The ride finished at Yea, with people heading home to all pointsfrom there.

It's funny how the same group of great people go on these trips — makes you think that
maybe they’'re extremely enjoyable if the same people get together every time. Do
yourself a favourand get on board —you won’'t regret it!

The Pinsent isa good, clean, basic hotel in which to stay the night. Because linen and
towels are supplied it's perfect for motorcyclists, and because it's run by motorcyclists
you’'re bound to get a good reception aftera day on the road.

Well done to Neale and Cherie for organising another great event, and congratulations to
everyone who made the effort to go. Already looking forward to the next one!



Off to seetheWizard................

At the start of August | am departing for a much anticipated ride around this idand
continent we call Oz The desre to circumnavigate the country was inspired in no small

way by Brian and Shirl Rix’'s Aussies Overland World tour (http://www.aussesoverland.com)

and in a little bit of a way by Ewan McGregor's The Long Way Round DVD. | am keeping
to sealed roadson thistrip asitisa mad dash around with the objective of a few 1000km
days along the way. Don’t despair GSriders ‘cos a longer off-road ‘adventure’ trip ison
the cardsfor next year. Thistime the route isflexible, planning to head quickly northwards
inland up to Brisbane, then along the coast to Cairns — across to Darwin — Broome -
Camavon — Perth — Nullarbor — Adelaide — Melbourne. The timeframe is however not so
flexible with work requiring me to be home 45 days after departure. | am being
accompanied by a long time riding mate who chose a Hayabusa on which to complete
the 20 000+ kms. His choice was apparently not done in a deliberate competitive sense.
We’'ll see who finish first and who endsup asa pretzel. To try and gain an advantage over
the higher capacity GSX1300R, | have made a number of modifications to my Black
Blackbird, all in the areas of comfort and practicality rather than attempt to try to win a

kW armsrace.



Modifications

1. VIR ‘bars — higher, closer and wider than stock Blackbird handlebars and they

almost dip straight on.

2. Honda Hard Luggage — OEM Panniers (no top box available) for security and
weather protection.
Pirelli Diablo Srada —matched set filled with nitrogen for hopefully good mileage.
Power Bronze Rear Hugger —expensive plastic bit for keeping the rear shock clean.
Sheepy Hollow Sheep skin seat cover —taken off previousy owned VAR750.
Dririder Tank bag —only the bottom half ‘cosl hate big high tank bags.

N o 0 &~ W

Ortlieb Drybag — motorcycle specific waterproof duffel bag for tent and deeping

gear.

8. GCC Tank Protector—nice go-fast carbon fibre protection.

9. Clear Alternative LED Tailight and Indicator lens — pure ‘bling’ to bring the
unchanged late ‘90’sBlackbird design into the new millennium.

10.Throttle lock —can’'t remember brand but 1 do remember the right wrist ache after
riding to Alice Springswithout one.

11.Nitto Black Tape —lotsand lotsof it to protect exposed paintwork from stone chips.

12.6mm Sacer—above the rearshock to increase front end biasquickening steering.

Anyone interested in further info about these mods or has any helpful advice for the trip

can contact me at oskakan@yahoo.co.uk

Iwilllet you all how it all turned out on my return in mid-September.

Geoffrey Kan 572



Membership Officers Report

It'srenewal time —a time loved by allmembership officers!

Memberswould have noticed a new and hopefully more efficient procedure forrenewing
their H.-Tmembership.

Having reviewed the membersdatabase and adapted it to be appropriate for use in a
mail-merge function, membership renewal forms were generated and sent directly to
members. (Those receiving hard copiesof club literature received a printed version). The
biggest advantage for membersisnot having to fill out a new form, providing details that
in most cases hadn’t changed since last years renewal. Instead members have been
able to look at the data held on file for them, and only amend it where it isincorrect or
had changed.

The 2006-2007 membership data base will be further modified to facilitate even easer
sending of renewal emails, and hopefully eliminate the minor glitches that | encountered
thisyear (apologiesfor those that received theirrenewalsmore than once!) With any luck
the ease with which they are sent and received will increase along with my computer
knowledge...

A gentle reminder too for those members who have changed their e.mail addresses —
don’t forget to send your new detailsto me, orany of the committee listed on the website.
It helpsif Idon’t have to chase you up when e.mails sent to your old e.mail address start
bouncing back to me!

| About that bike test on the GS One ||

I thing | forgot to mention. The GSI "
took for a test ride was in fact the

I R100GS belonging to our very own |

I Phil MARSHALL. | had hisbike for a I
couple of days while he did some

I repairsto mine. |

I'm sure most of you will now agree
| with my assessment. Hopefully BM I
| have ironed out all the bugs on the ||
I newermodels!!!




In sickness and in health? orosi06

The last day of the financial year, the last ride with the two dollar memberride fee and the newly
married treasurerleading it —not very often that all the moonsalign that well... Enter Comet Kirdy!
Yes, just when you think the plan hascome together seamlessy Murphy’s Law licksin. With Kirdy
laid up in hospital Scott had to make the decison: ride with the club, stay with my sick wife?
Luckily for Scott he didn’'t have to make the wrong decision, Kirdy made it for him. So come FHiday
the 30t of June Scott turms up at the start in the Magna, only able to get the joy of collecting
money. The want forthe cash stil managed to beat all else!

S soon after (I use the word soon loosely) 9.30 a group of about fifteen head off for the ride to
Alexandra forlunch. Rhiannon and me the stand in ride leader, with Peter O’'Callaghan taking up
the rear (once a thorough checking of the first aid kit securing wasconducted).

We headed out through the Croydon Hills to Warrandyte, then acrossto Yarra Glen. Fom Yarra
Glen we headed north to the Old Warrandyte Road and headed back towards Healesville,
peeling off towardsToolangi. No rain, but the temperature wassteadily dropping. We made our
way back to the Melba Highway then acrossto Kinglake. Kinglake, asexpected wasthe coldest
part of the day. The road waswet, but still no rain. Even Rhiannon reluctantly admitted she was
getting cold. We regrouped at Kinglake then headed out to Kinglake West, through Howerdale
and on to Yea for a late morning tea. Asthe bakery was heated, morning tea was a lingering
event and a lot of bikestopped up as Sotty’'sfirst distance estimate was 40 km low. So with the
Birthday Bash approaching NO-ONEwaskeen to run out of fueland get that Golden Funnel!

After Yea we headed to Molesworth, then across to the Maroondah Highway away from
Alexandra to a small road called Breakaway Road for a quick little spurt into Alex for lunch. As
most of us had not long eaten morning tea we headed into a hotel fora meal. Once again a
long stop with plenty of chit chatting asthe quite respectable mealsarrived.

After lunch we mounted up and headed straight out to the Syline Road towards Eldon. The first
section of the road was in fantastic condition and the tyresfinally got a bit of wear right over on
those sdes. The middle section of the road wasa lovely greenish colour with a damp cover over
the top to keep you on yourtoes.

It wassomewhere in thissection that one of the cornerssnuck up on Smon Bull (on hisspectacular
looking Triumph Sprint). After standing the bike up he pulled up short of the cliff, unfortunately
using some of the fairing asbrake material. Sill, aftera couple of hundred yardsof duct tape and
a rock for a gear lever the bike was up and going, and soon after we were on the go again.
Smon didn’t seem to be too badlydamaged. (See next story)

We made ourway out to Taggerty and onto the Maroondah Highway fora group ride to the Black
Sur. The Spur was ill clean, albeit a little damp at places. But nevertheless everyone got
through safely and had a bit of fun.

We ended the ride at Healesville, about 280 km for the day. We got a bit of drizzle for about ten
minutesfor the whole day. The day wasn't freezing cold, but the temperature did take a dip now
and then.

Sott aswe found out later spent the day in a perfect germ free 20 degree environment, but for
some reason it didn't make him feel better? He has promised to the do the August ride and
rumour hasit he issneaking multivitaminsto Kirdy everyday........



How to modify a Triumph

(by Simon Bull — See previous story)

1. Take a left hand corner, bike travelling at approx 30 - 40 kp/h.

2. Sand bike up when only halfway through corner, that sounds like an excellent idea, can only lead to
adventure.

3. Go sraight thru comer, across wrong side of road, into gravel on shoulder, shit, prefer riding on hard
surface.

4. Notice there®quite a drop off on the sde of the road, so grab bit more brakes, don®want bike to go off
edge.

5. Font wheel dide out from underneath riderwho®swearing with eyesashbig asdustbin lids.
6. Put bike onto left hand side so it doesn®go overedge.
7. Bike hitsstandard size tree, front on: see above.

8. Rider wrapshimself around treated pine log which isused asindicator that there®a drop off coming up
(No shit Shakespeare, saysthe rider)

9. Bike and rider strike above mentioned itemsat about 5
-10 km/h.

10. Rider remembers what isthe best thing to do: lies on
hisback, swearing loudly into helmet.

11. Thisannoysriderashe isnow being deafened.

12. Take off helmet, while still lying on back, and throw it
because someone® a little bit pissed off. (Now need to
replace visor cos of stone marks from helmet being
thrown)

13. Realise nothing broken, pride iswritten off.

14. Everyone else on ride stopsto make sure rider isokay. As stated in Vic Roads handbook of what to do
after collison, multiple camerascome out while rider is ill dightly pissed off at self.

15. Realise there®@nothing that duct tape can®fix, including Tiumph brand gear selector (Piece of branch &
duct tape.)

16. Be thankful everything still working, nothing leaking (on
bike that is, rider too pissed off to care about rider
condition).

17. Continue 1.5 hrride home. Happened on road between
Alexandra and Eldon (you should know this road, nice and
windy, but occasional bit of gravel on side of road!)

18. Make it home. Sart hobbling around, laughing slightly
as you realise that right hip has a funny, swollen look when
compared to left hip, and right knee feels like it® been
hyper-extended a bit)

19. Dig through paperwork file and find insurance papers.



The Perfect Bi ke??(bySteveBiIIs)

| was thinking the other day that, when I look back on it, 've only owned 6 bikesin
almost 20 years of riding. And when you consider that | have owned my current bike for
the past 9 years, itisnot really many bikesin the scheme of things.

Most ridersseem to change their bikesabout every 2-3 years. Me, | changed from
the KLIOORS to my current R1100GS in 1997 and | haven’t really considered another bike
snce. Why? Welllreckon it'sbecause | have been lucky enough to find the bike that suits
my riding style 100% which I think isprobably a bit of a rarity.

S why do Ilike my bike so much? Asmost people know I love exploring; | enjoy the
trip getting to the destination as much, if not more, than the actual destination itself. The
off road ability of the GSallowsme the freedom to try so many different ways of getting to
the same destination whether it be by dirt, bitumen or a bit of both. Secondly, the
handling of the bike allows me to have just as much fun playing in the twisties as a
dedicated road bike. And thirdly, with the pannierson, it can carry heapsof gearand is
sooo0000 comfortable on long trips.

It's all these attributes which, for me, make it the perfect bike. I've now clocked up
over 275000k’s without a fault (I'm probably jinxing myself by writing this!!!!). 1t still has the
original clutch, starter motor, alternator, discsetc. Other than replacing the battery three
times, the crown wheel bearing in the diff twice (second time because we didn’t put it in
correctly the first time!!ll) and the shocker at 140,000k’ swith another genuine one, I‘'ve not
had to do any work on it. I had the compresson checked at the last service and, surprise,
surprise, it'sdown a little, but each of the cylindersisdown the same amount. Even so, |
still use less than a litre of oil between 10,000k services. One thing that | have regularly
done is service the bike with Phil MARSHALL at K & R Motorcycles in Cheltenham (9583
1528)

With all the discussionsthat go on about what fuel your bike should use you may be
interested to know that | have used leaded, unleaded, premium, Optimax and various
mixtures of each throughout its life. The only thing | have noticed isthat | get better fuel
economy from the Optimax!

There’s no doubt that the engine took until at least 40 — 50,000k’s to really settle in
and it got better with age until about 200 — 220,000k’'swhen | started to notice a little bit of
tirednessalthough only when lwasreally working the engine hard. Ironically, the older the
bike getsthe harder the placesltake it! It wasn’t until Scotty McLEAN finally saw the light
and got hisGSthat | felt confident to really go into some remote areassuch asthose out
of Dargo and Licola. Asthe bike getsolder, | am taking it down more and more genuine
4AWD tracks in the high country that | never would have considered when | first bought it
(mind you it wasworth a lot more then than it isnow!!!)

Many people have asked me when I'm going to replace it? Well, to be honesgt, |
think I am more likely to just do a top end rebuild when the time comes rather than
upgrade it (although I must admit that | certainly enjoyed a quick spin on Robbo’s 1200G S
a little while ago!!)

Why? Because it'sthe perfect bike.....!
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Sgnificant Others

My children, Shannon and Courtney, even though they@e 25 & 24, we@e still very close. My wife
was for nearly 30 years until she passed away about 3 and a half yearsago. Now | have a
beautiful partnerin Sandra. When | first met her, she had never been on a motor bike and |
think she was somewhat frightened of that first ride | took her on, although | did take it very

easy. When she realised that | wasn®going to give the bike up in a hurry, she bit the bullet
and now she®@asking me when can we go for our nextride.

(I deny the fact that | may have
said to her that if she doesn®like the bike, then keep walking).
Interests

Scuba diving, in particular the divesabout 25 to 30 metres deep, although have been down to

50. Combine that with diving around the wrecks, especially the submarinesjust outside the
bay. Also diving in the tropics. Watching the magnificent array of marine life. Snow skiing,
it®just a pity the conditionsin Australia are not the greatest. Went skiing in Canada last year
and that was fantastic until | broke the bone in my arm where it joins the shoulder.

That
slowed me down for a while. No wonder I@n always broke.
Reading

Booksthat combine a bit of history into a story. Am reading Gallipoli at the moment. It gives
some insight into why decisions were made which seem ludicrousin hindsight. Also books
about personal endeavours, such asthe Rix@book, @wvo for the Road© Unfortunately | don®
read asmuch asld like to asthere just ssemsto be too many other thing to do.

Listening to

@he Doors®@®@ire Straights@®&an Morrison©@@C/DC®@immy Barnes®®@ob Seeger® | like lot® of
other music aswell, occasionally even some classical, but the titles just don®spring to mind.
Current Bike............
BMW RL150 RS. 1@ alwayswanted a BMW and when | took thisfor a test ride asa brand new bike,
Iloved it. | gotback to the dealerand signed up then and there.
bit.
Dream Machine
The one I®e got.

Occasionally I think of maybe a newer model, but | like mine that much, I think,
@hat®the point?©

| haven®regretted it one

Three people that you would like to have dinner with (alive or dead)
Thisis the tough one, but in no particular order.

Monash, soldier, engineer, leader:

Sr Edmund Barton, our first PM; General SrJohn
Sr Edward@eary€unlop, a true humanitarian. There
would be a lot of others, but they have a fascinating personal history and they had a great
influence in forming Australia and it@ culture.

Favorite Place to go for a ride

Apollo Bay forlunch, aslong as Geelong Rd. isavoided. The idea of enjoying the ride,
preferably midweek, then having a long lunch on the decking of the hotel and looking out

overthe ocean, just makesfora great day. Now if I can get my dive gear onto the bike, |
could combine my interests. Where can | put those tanks????

This is the first of hopefully a series of member profiles that we will include in each edition of Fullbore. You never know, you may be

next! The Lucky first cab of the rank is George Berk. Asmost of you would know George isa regular on many of the ridesand isa great
supporter of the Fontline Tourers. Thanks George for taking the time to let usknow a bit more about yourself

Seve Mole
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P.S. Thisisthe reason why this
edition ismissing the Ride Captain’s
report. Apparently,it’'shard to type
when your hand isthe size of a
watermelon.

About a weekago Icame into work bright and early, only to be told that one of my work mates
had been killed in an accident. He wasriding hisbicycle to work when, stationary at an
intersection, he washitby a carcoming the otherway, around a bend a bit too fast, and veered
onto hisside of the road. Itwasa hellof a shock. Ihad worked with Graham Hliott snce larrived
at Coburg 4% yearsago. He isone of those few that you can honestly call a true gentleman.

Grief asde, there were many more to arrive at work who would be walking into the same news.
The few of usthat were already there pulled ourselvestogetherand set about getting out there to
catch them and break the newsto them asbest we could. One St headed off to Htham to tell
Graham’sbest mate from the office. Othersheaded elseswhere. lwentto one of ourswho lives
local. He wason an arvo shift and I got him out of bed. He wasshattered but thankful he heard it
from me. He showered and we then set off to Macedon to see anothermember, a policewoman,
who held ‘herboys at the office in the highest regard.

Thiswasjust something we do. Without thinking, everyone swung into action and made sure that
ourboys, people that worked with Graham, were okay. There are some pretty big and nasty boys
in our office but I can tellyou, there were a few tearsshed that day.

On my way to Macedon I got a call from Kaye Murphy, the Welfare Officer from our association,
checking up on me and asking how we were coping. Thenlgota callfrom Rixy. He wanted to
make sure Ilwasokay and passed on hiscondolences.

It wasa long hard week that followed, right up to the wake after Graham’sfuneral.

We have a receptionigt at our office, only new, having got the job about a month ago from the
ANZbank. She had neverworked in ourjob before. She told usthat she wasamazed and
touched by the way we allbanded together, especially on that first day, and really looked after
each other. She said she had neverseen that sort of bond between work colleagueslike that
before. She told usofan occason atthe ANZbankwhere a work colleague had passed away. It
wasnothing like what she had witnessed at our office.

Aslsaid, it’sjust something we do. Allthe bullshit aside, we still know how to look aftereach other
in timesof need.

Although in farlesstragic circumstances, | have witnessed the same from membersof ourclub.
Someone needshelp... there isalwayssomeone who’snot too faraway. We might not say much
about it, orexpresshow we feel, but it feelsdamn good knowing you're part of a group of people
just like that.

Zotts




