
 
 
 
 
 

I t’ s winter  time!!!!!!! 
 

Don’ t you just love this time of yea r.   For those of us who ride to work every morning , getting  up  in the 
da rkness, putting  on the w inter g loves (and  the hea ted  hand grips for good  mea sure) and  freezing  our 
n# ts off on the way.   I must say tha t it hasn’ t been as c old  and  wet a  winter as we’ve had  in rec ent yea rs. 
 

The last overnighter to Wangara tta  had  a  good  turn up  and , as luc k would  have it, we had  some p retty 
damn good  wea ther.   Certa inly better than expec ted  for tha t time of yea r. 
 

We’ve a lso had  another suc c essful b irthday bash.   This one a  b it d ifferent aboa rd  the M.V. Louisia nna , a  
refurb ished  80 foot heritage vessel.   It was a  grea t night, good  food  a nd , a s a lways, good  c ompany.   
Thanks must go to Tina  & Cherie for getting  this one organized . 
 

Another bumper issue w ith some good  c ontributions from c lub  members.   I’ ve a lso turned  my hand  to 
writing b ike reports.   Hey… I’m the ed itor, I c an do what ever I like.   My reports won’ t c onta in a ll the usua l 
tec hnic a l lingo (I don’ t understand  it myself) but w ill be more of a  novic e’s guide as to how  a  b ike 
hand les.   My first report is likely to ruffle a  few fea thers in the c lub . 
 

Congra tula tions to Billsy (B1) for rec eiving  his Life  Membership  a t the Birthday Bash and  to Billsy (B2) on his 
upc oming grad ua tion from the Ac ademy (aga in).   Congra tula tions must a lso go to Ian & Sylvia  and  Sc ott 
& Kirdy.   Oh yeah, and  good  to see you on your feet VB.   Sa fe rid ing  to a ll and  hope to get more of the 
same for the next ed ition.   (PS   My sp ies got a  p ic  of the Ride Cap ta in on a  c hopper!!!  See in this ed ition) 
 

Ad rian Da lzotto 
Member #  451 
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Front L ine Tourers M/C INC 

“ The Australian Emergency Services Motorcycle Tour ing Club”  

 
G’day Frontline Tourers, 
 
As a  result of a  rec ent mishap , I find  myself bac k in the market for a  new steed . My trusty FZ1 has gone 
to god , or a t least to the Fowles Auc tion yard , whic h c ould  be a  b ike heaven or hell, depend ing  on 
your point of view. So I have been mad ly c omb ing the internet and  the trader magazines trying to 
find  tha t one spec ia l mac hine tha t will take p ride of p lac e in the ga rage for a t least the next few 
yea rs.  
 
It is a  c onsidered  c hoic e, it must have a  c omfortab le rid ing  position, not too ta ll a  sea t height, not too 
sporty, not too c ruisy, must have a  reasonab le p illion ac c ommoda tion, panniers would  be grea t and 
of c ourse it must fit into my limited  budget. Easy you might think. I have narrowed  my searc h to a  few 
d ifferent b ikes tha t more or less fit the b ill. Of c ourse now the tric k is to find  the one tha t offers the best 
va lue. Of c ourse, the usua l things app ly; the b ike tha t you’ re most interested  in is a lways right over the 
other side of town or up  the c ountry, or the b ike tha t has been for sa le for the last month suddenly 
sells the day before you get there. But I must admit it’ s kind  of fun too, looking a t and  d isc ussing  a ll of 
the op tions with everyone who will listen. It’ s one of life ’ s g rea t p leasures, p ic king  up  tha t new steed ! 
 
But enough about me, we have had  some grea t rides in the last few months, Robbo’s overnighter 
was a  grea t suc c ess, good  roads, g rea t wea ther, exc ellent ac c ommoda tion, fantastic  c ompany, 
wha t more c ould  anyone want!  I’m sure tha t you will a ll agree tha t our rides are a lways of a  very high 
standard . There have been a  c oup le of new initia tives too, the soc ia l sip  evening was a  grea t 
suc c ess, stay tuned  for the next one p robab ly sometime in August. Unfortuna tely the ride day d id  not 
eventua te, whic h was a  b it d isappointing , but I guess tha t’ s the way it goes.  
 
By the time you read  this the Birthday Bash would  have been and  gone. It is a lways a  grea t night out, 
so if you have never been to one keep  it in mind  for next yea r. Your c ommittee have a lso dec ided 
tha t a  c oup le of days before eac h ride you will rec eive a  text message on your mob ile to remind you 
of the ride deta ils. This should  be up  and  running  before the next ride. Let us know wha t you think. 
 
I hope tha t you a ll enjoy this ed ition of Fullbore. Many thanks aga in to Zotts for putting  this together 
and  for my fellow c ommittee members for a ll of their ha rd  work and  insp ira tion. The Frontline Tourers 
would  not be in existenc e if not for the work of a  number of ded ic a ted  peop le. 
 
I hope you a ll keep  sa fe and  look forward  to meeting  everyone on a  ride very soon. 
 
 
Cheers, 
 

� �� � � �� � �� � 
President 
  



New Model Rumors for 2007 
 
 
Honda 
The b ig  H is set to release a  number of new b ikes for the 2007 model 
yea r. Rumored  a re a  new VFR, CBR600, rep lac ement for the 
Blac kb ird ,CB600 and  CB1000 Hornet and  a ll new VTR. The VTR1000 is 
set to bec ome a  VTR1200 and  w ill fea ture fuel injec tion, rad ia l 
b rakes and  upside d own forks. (Attention Eric  Belot) 
 
Yamaha 
Most of  Yamaha ’s new models a re in the d irt b ike range, however expec t an a ll new R1 
sportsb ike,FZ6 naked  and  we may even see the return of the Vmax; V4 monster. 
 
Suzuki 
The GSXR1000 sp orts b ike is set for a  ma jor upgrad e, w ith fly by w ire tec hnology and  even more 
power! As if we needed  it. There w ill be a  GS1000 naked  b ike, and  the exc ellent SV650 tw in w ill 
bec ome a  SV700.   
 

 
Kawasaki 
Expec t an a ll new Z1000 naked  b ike, a  new ZX6 and  possib ly 
touring  and  naked  versions of the Hayabusa  bea ting  ZX14. Imag ine 
a  200bhp  tourer! 
 
 

 
BMW  
There w ill be a  naked  and  GS version of BM’s new  F800 vertic a l tw in, whic h 
w ill be released  here in a  sports (S) and  touring  (ST) version la ter on this 
yea r. BMW have a lso just announc ed  an R1200R, fea turing  trac tion c ontrol. 
 

 
 
Triumph 
Expec t an a ll new more road  orienta ted  Tiger, p lus there may be a  
naked  version of Triumph’s b rilliant 675 sportsb ike. 
 
 

 
Duc ati 
Duc a ti a re develop ing  an a ll new Vtwin 1200, to be used  in a  number of b ikes inc lud ing  a  
restyled  Multistrada  and  a  996 styled  sp orts b ike. In add ition the 620 a ir c ooled  mill is set to 
bec ome a  695 and  w ill be used  in a  number of b ikes inc lud ing  the Monster, Multistrada  and  the 
soon to be released  Hyp ermota rd . 
 
Aprilia  
Ap rilia  a re c urrently testing  a  750 trip le eng ine to be used  in an a ll new 
sports tourer. The RSV1000 Mille w ill bec ome a  1200. Ap rilia  a re a lso testing  
an a ll new V Four mill. 



Redwing Honda started business in 1999 and has quickly evolved into one of the leading Honda Motorcycle 
dealers in Australia. We are the only HRC dealer in Australia and are a one stop shop for motorcycling. 

78 Bell Street, Heidelberg Heights, 3081 
Tel: (03) 9459 5553    Fax: (03) 94571142 

Up to 10%  
discount on all accessor ies, 

spares, services, tyres 
for 

Front Line Tourers 

Fr iday Ride (07/04/06) 
(by Steve Mole) 

 

About 15 b rave and  ha rdy soles assemb led  a t the KFC a t Narre Warren on wha t p romised  to be a  
c old  winter’s day. Geoff Kan lead ing  his first ride took us out though the fog  towards the mounta ins 
via  the bac k of Berwic k. Although it was a  c old  morning  the sun was b reaking  through in spots, 
whic h made me wonder wha t the rest of the day would  b ring , a las it was not to be. 
 

As we were c oming into Warburton via  the bac k roads, the fog  got thic ker and  the tempera ture 
got c older. It was freezing !   I notic ed  a  strange noise c oming from the bac k of my b ike, in add ition 
it seemed  to be hand ling  strange and  there was this funny smell……….What was it? I wondered , a  
fla t tyre? Something c aught in the swing a rm?  I c ouldn’ t see anything wrong. On a rriva l a t 
Warburton for morning  b reak I found  tha t the First Aid  kit had  fa llen off the bac k and  bec ome 
wedged  between the rear wheel and  mudguard , unfortuna tely my rear wheel had  worn a  la rge 
hole in the side of the first a id  kit. Our first a id  kit had  gone to god………..Doh! 
 

We a ll toasted  the demise of the first a id  kit with 
Cappuc c inos and stic ky buns a t one of Warburton’s fine 
bake houses and  a t the same time a ll tried  to keep  warm. 
 

After morning  tea  we headed  off through Warburton and 
over the Reefton Spur, whic h was a  b it tric ky, but still 
good  fun in the damp c ond itions. Cond itions got rap id ly 
worse on the run up  to the top  of Lake Mounta in, ra in, 
fog , even snow. We a ll stopped  b riefly a t the top  of Lake 
Mounta in to take photos and to appease those like me 
with weak b ladders. A furious snow fight quic kly ensued 
and  in a  d isgrac eful d isp lay of g ross d isrespec t, your 
beloved president was pelted  with snow whilst trying to 
take photos of the group  for this magazine.  
 

After this shameful ep isode we c ontinued onto the warm and  inviting  environs of the Reefton Pub 
for lunc h.   One of the rea lly nic e things about a  shorter ride like this one is tha t you get to do things 
a t a  leisurely pac e. A long and  relaxed  lunc h was enjoyed  by a ll.  
 

After lunc h we c ontinued  on bac k over the Blac k Spur, whic h is in fantastic  c ond ition these days 
and  to the rides end  in Ya rra  Glen. Desp ite the c ool c ond itions this was a  very enjoyab le ride. 
Good  roads, good  c ompany, good  food  and  good  c ountryside. Wha t more do you want!  
 

Many thanks to Geoff for a  g rea t ride! 
 



Vice President’s Ramblings… 
 

 By the time you read  this we w ill be into the sec ond  ha lf of the year and  the 
b irthday bash w ill have c ome and  gone.  This b irthday bash w ill be partic ula rly 
spec ia l to me as I will be awarded  life membership  of the c lub .  This award  means 
more than I c an p robab ly desc ribe for a  number of reasons but pa rtic ula rly for the 
rec ognition from my peers w ithin the c lub. 
 
 I was luc ky enough to be one of the found ing members of the c lub  bac k in 1993 
when Whitey first suggested  the idea  and  I haven’ t looked  bac k sinc e.  I have been 
to so many d ifferent p lac es w ithin the sta te and  Austra lia  as a  d irec t result of my 
involvement w ith the c lub  and  to top  it o ff, I have made so many friends through the 
c lub who I‘m sure w ill still be w ith me for many years to c ome. 
 
 Ambos, c oppers and  firies have a lways got a long well both on and  off duty and  so 
it was never rea lly a  surp rise tha t a  c lub  made up  of these groups would  be a  
suc c ess.  In it’ s heyday we had  over 250 members whic h made for some interesting 
rides w ith the numbers of peop le tha t would  c ome a long.  I still remember a  Toy Run 
where we had  over 100 members and  a  Sunday ride w ith a lmost 80!  In the early days 
it wasn’ t unc ommon to have up  to 40 b ikes on a  ride.   
 

Whilst this was fun, pa rtic ula rly when going through small towns, it was definitely 
a  lot of work to organise and  c o ord ina te the ride.  Whilst the c lub is now smaller, it is 
easier to get to know other members and  the organisa tion of the rides is a  lot more 
relaxed .  I am enjoying my time in the c lub  p robab ly more than I ever have. 
 
 I have seen a  lot of members c ome and  go w ithin the c lub , and  some tha t have 
returned  aga in.  It is the na ture of motorc yc ling  tha t it is seen by most peop le as a  
hobby and  therefore one of the things most likely to be sac rific ed  in the interest of 
house buying or family.  I am luc ky enough to have a  family tha t understands my 
passion (obsession??) w ith rid ing and  who wouldn’ t let me g ive up  the b ike, even if I 
wanted  to!   
 
 It has a lways been a  p leasure to be a  
member of the Frontline Tourers and  I 
would  like to take this opportunity to thank 
a ll the members for this award .  Rest 
assured  tha t I w ill c ontinue to be an ac tive 
member for many years to c ome. 

 
	 
��� � �
 	 � � ��
Vic e President 
 



� 	 � �� � � � �� � � � �(by Peter Dusting) 
 

This was Moley’s ride to Wilson’s Prom.   Due to other c ommitments, I had  not been on a  ride sinc e 
the previous Prom ride.   I c hec ked  out the wea ther report for Friday and the day was looking 
fantastic  and  I was ab le to a ttend  .   The meeting p lac e was Narre Warren Mac c a ’s a t 0900 hrs.   It 
was about 09:15 before everybody had  arrived  and  was ready to leave a fter c offee and  toilet 
visits.  
 

We headed out a long the Princ es Hwy, 11 b ikes in tota l, to Nar Nar Goon and turned  onto the old  
Nar Nar Goon to Longwarry Road .   We sta rted  this ride in beautiful sunshine but Steve lead  us 
through la rge a reas of heavy fog  whilst travelling  through some of Vic toria ’ s ic onic  towns.  These 
towns inc luded  Tynong, Garfield , Bunyip , Longwarry and  through to Drouin.  We turned  off the old  
Highway just a fter Drouin and  headed  down Lander’ s Trac k.   This was the first time I had  ridden this 
road .   It had  some lovely c orners, inc lud ing  some tha t were very moist and  others tha t had  a  
green growth, a ll of whic h added  to the to the enjoyment and  exc itement of this sec tion of road .  
 

We c ame out onto the Warragul to Korumburra  Road . We headed  for morning  tea  down this road , 
but we had  to sha re it with g roups of c ars and  truc ks.   The fog  had  gone and  the sun was shining . 
Kelly’ s Bakery in Korumburra  was the p lac e for morning  tea , whic h inc luded c offees, c akes and 
toilet stops, p lus fuel for some Honda  riders.  We a lso had  a  Honda , a t this stop  tha t needed  to 
leave the ride due to p rob lems with the c ha rg ing  system on his b ike. 
 

We retrac ed  our steps for a  short d istanc e bac k up  the Warragul Road   and  took a  road through 
Arawa ta  and  Fa irbank  on the way to Leonga tha .  This road  was suggested  by Billsy, whic h 
exp la ins why there was a  sec tion of d irt, on this road .   After Leonga tha  we traveled  through 
Dumbalk, Merrniyan, Fish Creek and  onto a  fuel stop  a t Yankie. 
 

The ride from Yankie to Tida l River is one of the grea t rides in Vic toria , espec ia lly when there is very 
little c a r tra ffic  on the road .  Lunc h was a t Tida l River, takeaway for some, home made lunc hes for 
others and  a ll sha red  with the loc a l b ird  life, whic h inc luded  good c onversa tion and  some grea t 
stories. 
 

Lunc h over, we retrac ed  our steps to Merrniyan, then to Inverloc h via  Ta rwin, then a long the c oast 
to Wonthagg i.  This was a  refuel stop .  We headed  off down the Bass Hwy, then took a  turn to 
Authur Creek, whic h headed  to Loc h.  This was a  grea t motorc yc ling  road  to finish off the day on, 
it was a  Billsy suggestion, there was no d irt but this was one of the best roads to ride a  b ike on.  This 
was the first time for me down this road , but it will not be the last.  We followed  the highway to 
Cranbourne, where we stopped  a t Mac c a ’s to say our good-byes.  
 

Grea t day, exc ellent wea ther, thank you Steve.  
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So…. what does � ��  really stand for? 
(by Adrian Dalzotto) 

 
I never rea lly like to d istinguish myself apa rt from other peop le who may be d ifferent in 
appearanc e, gender, relig ion or wha tever.   Least of a ll bec ause of the b ike I ride.   Okay…. there 
might be the odd  oc c asion where I’m sitting on my BMW and  think I’m p retty spec ia l.   Tha t was 
until rec ently, when I rec eived  an email from a  member of our c lub , who sha ll rema in nameless 
(initia ls Ian MARR).   This had been addressed to the BMW riders of the c lub  and  was a  light hea rted  
d ig  a t Beemer riders, from an a rtic le he had  read . 
 
Okay, tha t’ s fine.   Maybe we a re a  b it spec ia l a fter a ll.   And  to think I’m in the c ompany of the 
likes of Sc otty, Rixy, Robbo, Billsy etc  as BMW riders.   Well, tha t was until I saw a  rep ly sent to Ian 
from Billsy.   Billsy made a  point of ta lking up  the virtues of GS riders etc  etc .   Thanks very muc h Billsy 
for leaving  me (and  Georg) out in the c old . 
 
Then it got me thinking .   Wha t’ s so b loody good  about the G S?   I had to find  out.   It was a lso 
going to g ive me the c hanc e to sha rpen my skills a t doing  write ups on va rious b ikes for the c lub  
mag.   Now, I know wha t you’ re a ll thinking .  “ Zotts is a  mec hanic a l c ripp le when it c omes to b ikes”    
This may be so but I was thinking  more of a  novic e’s views on how a  b ike hand les.   I might not 
know a ll the tec h stuff but I know wha t is c omfortab le and  good  to ride. 
 
Why not try out my first report of the G S?   (Stop  c ring ing  Billsy) 
 
I got my hands on an interesting looking  GS and  took off for a  sp in.   I was going  to head  for the 
hills but d idn’ t trust myself so I stuc k to the ‘burbs.   I must say, right from the sta rt, the looks of this 
thing  d idn’ t do muc h for me.   You c an sit bac k and  look a t these a ll day long but it takes on a  
d ifferent look when you’ re sitting  on one.   The old  ‘ c hook c haser on steroids’  is a  very ap t 
desc rip tion.   Off I went. 
 
The hand lebars a re ‘ interesting ’ , to say the least.   It’ s like hanging onto the horns of a  grea t b ig 
steer (tha t’ s steer as in bull, not steer as in steering  wheel)   I liken it to the ape hangers on Harley’s 
(just more horizonta l, ra ther than vertic a l)   Makes it d iffic ult sp litting  tra ffic .   The sea t felt like a  
b loc k of wood  and  nothing  like the armc ha ir c omfort tha t I sit in on my RT.   Then there was the 
vib ra tion.   I’ ve a lready made an appointment with my dentist to rep lac e a ll my fillings tha t shook 
loose.   I won’ t go on about the antique c ontrols and  d ia ls, let a lone ‘ tha t noise’  c oming from the 
p ipe. 
 
Suffic e to say, g ive me my RT any day over one of these things.   Sorry if I’ ve offended anyone but I 
gotta  c a ll ‘ em as I see ‘em.   I’m the ed itor, I c an say wha t I like… freedom of the p ress and  a ll. 
 
And  yes, I figured  out wha t G S rea lly stands for …. 
 

����  reat big lump of ����  * * t 

 



May Overnighter (by Sc ott Mc Lean) 
 
Sound ing more like something out of a  Gilbert & Sullivan music a l than a  pub  in 
Wangara tta  was the Hotel Pinsent, another suc c essful destina tion for a  Tourers overnighter.   
This one was organised  by Nea le and  Cherie Rob inson, who – in the name of thoroughness 
and  p rofessiona lism – researc hed  the event by sc outing  the ride and  staying in the pub  
severa l weeks before lead ing the May overnighter.  Their efforts resulted  in an exc ellent 
and  extremely enjoyab le ride (for most anyway…). 
 
The sta rt point for the ride was Narre Warren, and  as 
usua l it was c offee and  c a tc hing up  before getting  
underway.  Nineteen riders and  p illions fronted  for 
the trip , and  we were rewarded  w ith fine wea ther 
and  the p rospec t of good  rid ing and  another grea t 
time away. 
 
After the ride b riefing  and  sa fety b rief we set off 
looking forward  to the rolling  hills of Gembrook and  
the magnific ent Blac k Spur, w ith morning tea  a t Marysville being the first stop  of the day.  
Refuelling  was nec essary for some of the more enduranc e-c ha llenged  b ikes, with most 
happy to keep  going to Mansfield  and  lunc h.   Lunc h was relaxed  w ith a  refuel for 
everyone in p repa ra tion for the most exc ellent Tolmie-Whitfie ld  Road .  Although roadworks 
in some of the c orners made themselves felt a t times, mostly the road  was in good  
c ond ition and  d ry, and  made for an exc ellent opportunity for the ride group  to sp read  out 
and  enjoy the road  a t everyone’s own pac e. 

 
The re-group  a t Whitfie ld  saw everyone down the 
mounta in sa fe and  sound .  From there it was easy rid ing, 
pa ra lleling  the King River a ll the way into Wanga ra tta  to 
our ac c ommodation for the evening  a t the Hotel 
Pinsent. 
 
The owners of 
the pub  and  our 
hosts for the 

evening were Peter and  Wendy Ross.  They a re 
b ikers themselves, and  they p rovided  a  warm 
welc ome as the tempera ture sta rted  to fa ll a t the 
end  of the day.  They even sorted  out sec ure 
parking for the b ikes, and  a lthough it was a  
log istic a l nightmare to get them a ll in to the pub ’s 
small rea r ya rd , thirteen b ikes eventua lly d id  fit 
(ha lf the p rob lem was the reluc tanc e of some owners to take the b ikes off the hard  stuff 
and  onto the d irt….). 
 
The b ikes sa fely loc ked  in the ya rd  and  not need ing another moment’ s thought we set 
about making ourselves a t home.   The ac c ommoda tion was basic  but c lean, and  we 



had  everything we needed .  Towels and  bedd ing were p rovided , as well as tea  and  
c offee making fac ilities in eac h room.  With a  few p re-d inner d rinks under the belts of 
some we ventured  downsta irs to the d ining room a t a  reasonable hour and  settled  in for a  
night of enjoyab le soc ia lising.  Bike stories were, as usua l, the top ic  of the day, but mix in 
w ith tha t a  good  dea l of shop  ta lk, some ta ll ta les and  some utter c rap  and  you have a  
very enjoyab le night of laughs and  good  hearted  stirring .  Though it wasn’ t a  la te night 
there were some very tired  Tourers who fina lly made it up  the sta irs to bed . 

 
(It was rumoured  tha t overnight “ Lager-man”  made an appearanc e in 
va rious loc a tions throughout the Tourer’ s rooms.  There may or may not be 
photos…   Someone pointed  out that Lager-Man and  Dave Ca lkin have 
never been seen in the same room together – sounds highly unlikely if you 
ask me though…) 
 
The next day was fine and  p romising to be good  for rid ing, w ith d ry 
wea ther and  minima l shadows c ourtesy of an overc ast sky.  We extric a ted  
the b ikes and  head ed  west from Wangara tta  past the Warby Range Park, 
enjoying the easy rid ing and  gentle c ountryside.  Travelling north of Lake 

Mokoan we ended  up  para lleling  the Hume Highway for some of the morning, until Nea le 
unveiled  a  very p leasant surp rise.  Contra ry to a ll expec ta tions, we had  the p leasure of 10 
or 15 kilometres of d irt to  test the b ikes on.  As usua l the off-road  c apab le b ikes shone 
through, and  w ithout exc ep tion everyone in the c lub  enjoyed  the b reak from the 
b itumen… 
 
From Euroa  we headed  ac ross the Hume and  into the 
more hilly c ountry between Euroa  and  Merton.  Things 
were going well and  everyone was enjoying the road , 
until the p resident dec ided  tha t he was going to try a  
short burst of c ross c ountry – w ith the b ike on its side!  
Fortuna tely, though the b ike susta ined  some damage it 
was rideab le, and  the only injuries the p resident got was 
from where he was kic king himself.  He was okay though, 
and  tha t is a  suc c essful c rash in anyone’s language! 
 
The ride finished  a t Yea , w ith peop le head ing home to a ll points from there. 
 
It’ s funny how the same group  of grea t peop le go on these trips – makes you think tha t 
maybe they’ re extremely enjoyab le if the same people get together every time.  Do 
yourself a  favour and  get on board  – you won’ t regret it! 
 
The Pinsent is a  good , c lean, basic  hote l in whic h to stay the night.  Bec ause linen and  
towels a re supp lied  it’ s perfec t for motorc yc lists, and  bec ause it’ s run by motorc yc lists 
you’ re bound  to get a  good  rec ep tion a fter a  day on the road . 
 
Well done to Neale and Cherie for organising another great event, and c ongratulations to 
everyone who made the effort to go.  Already looking forward to the next one! 



Off to see the Wizard................  

 

 

At the sta rt of August I am departing  for a  muc h antic ipa ted  ride a round  this island  

c ontinent we c a ll Oz. The desire to c irc umnaviga te the c ountry was insp ired  in no small 

way by Brian and  Shirl Rix’ s Aussies Overland  World  tour (http :/ / www.aussiesoverland .c om) 

and  in a  little b it of a  way by Ewan Mc Gregor’ s The Long Way Round  DVD. I am keep ing 

to sea led  roads on this trip  as it is a  mad  dash a round  w ith the ob jec tive of a  few 1000km 

days a long the way. Don’ t despa ir GS riders ‘ c os a  longer off-road  ‘adventure’  trip  is on 

the c a rds for next year. This time the route is flexib le, p lanning to head  quic kly northwards 

inland  up  to Brisbane, then a long the c oast to Ca irns – ac ross to Darwin – Broome – 

Carnavon – Perth – Nulla rbor – Adela ide – Melbourne. The timeframe is however not so 

flexib le w ith work requiring  me to be home 45 days a fter departure. I am being 

ac c ompanied  by a  long time rid ing mate who c hose a  Hayabusa  on whic h to c omplete 

the 20 000+ kms. His c hoic e was apparently not done in a  d elibera te c ompetitive sense. 

We’ ll see who finish first and  who ends up as a  p retzel. To try and  ga in an advantage over 

the higher c apac ity GSX1300R, I have made a  number of mod ific a tions to my Blac k 

Blac kb ird , a ll in the a reas of c omfort and  p rac tic a lity ra ther than a ttempt to try to w in a  

kW arms rac e.  

 



 

 

Mod ific a tions  

1. VFR ‘ba rs – higher, c loser and  w ider than stoc k Blac kb ird  hand lebars and  they 

a lmost slip  stra ight on. 

2. Honda  Hard  Luggage – OEM Panniers (no top  box ava ilab le) for sec urity and  

weather p rotec tion. 

3. Pirelli Diab lo Strada  – ma tc hed  set filled  with nitrogen for hopefully good  mileage.  

4. Power Bronze Rear Hugger – expensive p lastic  b it for keep ing the rear shoc k c lean. 

5. Sheepy Hollow Sheep  skin sea t c over – taken off p reviously owned  VFR750. 

6. Dririder Tank bag – only the bottom ha lf ‘ c os I ha te b ig  high tank bags. 

7. Ortlieb  Drybag – motorc yc le spec ific  wa terp roof duffel bag for tent and  sleep ing 

gear. 

8. GCC Tank Protec tor – nic e go-fast c a rbon fib re p rotec tion. 

9. Clear Alterna tive LED Ta illight and  Ind ic a tor lens – pure ‘b ling ’  to b ring the 

unc hanged  la te ‘ 90’ s Blac kb ird  design into the new millennium.  

10. Throttle loc k – c an’ t remember b rand  but I do remember the right wrist ac he a fter 

rid ing to Alic e Springs w ithout one. 

11. Nitto Blac k Tape – lots and  lots of it to p rotec t exposed  pa intwork from stone c hips. 

12. 6mm Spac er – above the rear shoc k to inc rease front end  b ias quic kening steering . 

 

 Anyone interested  in further info about these mods or has any help ful advic e for the trip  

c an c ontac t me a t oskakan@yahoo.c o.uk    

I w ill let you a ll how it a ll turned  out on my return in mid -Sep tember. 

Geoffrey Kan 572 



Membership Officer’s Report 
 
It’ s renewal time – a  time loved  by a ll membership  offic ers! 
 

Members would  have notic ed  a  new and  hopefully more effic ient p roc edure for renewing 
their FLT membership . 
 

Having reviewed  the member’ s da tabase and  adap ted  it to be appropria te for use in a  
ma il-merge func tion, membership  renewal forms were genera ted  and  sent d irec tly to 
members.  (Those rec eiving hard  c op ies of c lub  litera ture rec eived  a  p rinted  version).  The 
b iggest advantage for members is not having to fill out a  new form, p rovid ing deta ils tha t 
in most c ases hadn’ t c hanged  sinc e last year’ s renewa l.  Instead  members have been 
ab le to look a t the da ta  held  on file for them, and  only amend  it where it is inc orrec t or 
had  c hanged . 
 

The 2006-2007 membership  da ta  base w ill be further mod ified  to fac ilita te even easier 
send ing of renewa l ema ils, and  hopefully elim ina te the minor g litc hes tha t I enc ountered  
this year (apolog ies for those tha t rec eived  their renewals more than onc e!)  With any luc k 
the ease w ith whic h they a re sent and  rec eived  w ill inc rease a long w ith my c omputer 
knowledge... 
 

A gentle reminder too for those members who have c hanged  their e.ma il add resses – 
don’ t forget to send  your new deta ils to me, or any of the c ommittee listed  on the website.  
It helps if I don’ t have to c hase you up  when e.ma ils sent to your old  e.ma il address sta rt 
bounc ing bac k to me! 
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About tha t b ike test on the GS.   One 
thing  I forgot to mention.   The GS I 
took for a  test ride was in fac t the 
R100GS belong ing to our very own 
Phil MARSHALL.    I had  his b ike for a  
c oup le of days while he d id  some 
repa irs to mine. 
 
I’m sure most of you w ill now agree 
w ith my assessment.   Hopefully BM 
have ironed  out a ll the bugs on the 
newer models!!! 

Zotts    
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In sic kness and in health? (30/ 06/ 06) 

 
The last day of the financ ia l yea r, the last ride with the two dolla r member ride fee and the newly 
married  treasurer lead ing  it – not very often tha t a ll the moons a lign tha t well…   Enter Comet Kirdy!  
Yes, just when you think the p lan has c ome together seamlessly Murphy’s Law lic ks in.  With Kirdy 
la id  up  in hosp ita l Sc ott had  to make the dec ision: ride with the c lub , stay with my sic k wife?   
Luc kily for Sc ott he d idn’ t have to make the wrong dec ision, Kirdy made it for him.  So c ome Friday 
the 30th of June Sc ott turns up  a t the sta rt in the Magna , only ab le to get the joy of c ollec ting 
money.  The want for the c ash still managed  to bea t a ll else! 
 
So soon a fter (I use the word  soon loosely) 9.30 a  group  of about fifteen head  off for the ride to 
Alexandra  for lunc h.  Rhiannon and  me the stand  in ride leader, with Peter O’Ca llaghan taking  up  
the rear (onc e a  thorough c hec king  of the first a id  kit sec uring  was c onduc ted ). 
 
We headed out through the Croydon Hills to Warrandyte, then ac ross to Yarra  Glen. From Yarra  
Glen we headed north to the Old  Warrandyte Road and  headed  bac k towards Hea lesville, 
peeling  off  towards Toolangi.  No ra in, but the tempera ture was stead ily d ropp ing .  We made our 
way bac k to the Melba  Highway then ac ross to King lake.   King lake, as expec ted  was the c oldest 
pa rt of the day.  The road  was wet, but still no ra in.  Even Rhiannon reluc tantly admitted  she was 
getting  c old .  We regrouped  a t Kinglake then headed  out to King lake West, through Flowerda le 
and  on to Yea  for a  la te morning  tea .   As the bakery was hea ted , morning  tea  was a  lingering 
event and  a  lot of b ikes topped  up  as Sc otty’ s first d istanc e estima te was 40 km low.  So with the 
Birthday Bash approac hing  NO-ONE was keen to run out of fuel and get tha t Golden Funnel! 
 
After Yea  we headed  to Molesworth, then ac ross to the Maroondah Highway away from 
Alexandra  to a  sma ll road  c a lled  Breakaway Road  for a  quic k little spurt into Alex for lunc h.   As 
most of us had  not long ea ten morning  tea  we headed  into a  hotel for a  mea l.  Onc e aga in a  
long stop  with p lenty of c hit c ha tting  as the quite respec tab le mea ls a rrived . 
 
After lunc h we mounted  up  and  headed  stra ight out to the Skyline Road  towards Eildon.  The first 
sec tion of the road  was in fantastic  c ond ition and  the tyres fina lly got a  b it of wear right over on 
those sides.  The midd le sec tion of the road  was a  lovely g reenish c olour with a  damp c over over 
the top  to keep  you on your toes. 
 
It was somewhere in this sec tion tha t one of the c orners snuc k up  on Simon Bull (on his spec tac ula r 
looking  Triumph Sprint).  After stand ing the b ike up  he pulled  up  short of the c liff, unfortuna tely 
using  some of the fa iring  as b rake ma teria l.  Still, a fter a  c oup le of hundred  ya rds of duc t tape and 
a  roc k for a  gear lever the b ike was up  and  going , and  soon a fter we were on the go aga in.  
Simon d idn’ t seem to be too bad ly damaged .   (See next story) 
 
We made our way out to Taggerty and onto the Maroondah Highway for a  g roup  ride to the Blac k 
Spur.  The Spur was still c lean, a lbeit a  little damp a t p lac es.  But nevertheless everyone got 
through sa fely and  had  a  b it of fun. 
 
We ended the ride a t Hea lesville, about 280 km for the day.  We got a  b it of d rizzle for about ten 
minutes for the whole day.  The day wasn’ t freezing  c old , but the tempera ture d id  take a  d ip  now 
and  then. 
 
Sc ott as we found  out la ter spent the day in a  perfec t germ free 20 degree environment, but for 
some reason it d idn’ t make him feel better?  He has p romised  to the do the August ride and  
rumour has it he is sneaking  multivitamins to Kirdy everyday…….. 



How to modify a Triumph 
(by Simon Bull – See previous story) 

  
1.  Take a  left hand  c orner, b ike travelling  a t app rox 30 - 40 kp / h. 
  

2.  Stand  b ike up  when only ha lfway through c orner, tha t sounds like an exc ellent idea , c an only lead  to 
adventure. 
  

3.  Go stra ight thru c orner, ac ross wrong side of road , into g ravel on shoulder, shit, p refer rid ing  on ha rd  
surfac e. 
  

4.  Notic e there©s quite a  d rop  off on the side of the road , so grab  b it more b rakes, d on©t want b ike to go off 
edge. 
  

5.  Front wheel slide out from und ernea th rider who©s swearing  w ith eyes as b ig  as dustb in lids. 
  

6.  Put b ike onto left hand  side so it doesn©t go over edge. 
  

7. Bike hits standa rd  size tree, front on:  see above. 
  

8.  Rider wraps himself a round  trea ted  p ine log  whic h is used  as ind ic a tor tha t there©s a  d rop  off c oming up  
(No shit     Shakespeare, says the rider) 
  

9.  Bike and  rider strike above mentioned  items a t about 5 
- 10 km/ h. 
  

10.  Rider remembers wha t is the best thing  to do: lies on 
his bac k, swearing  loud ly into helmet. 
  

11.  This annoys rider a s he is now being  dea fened . 
  

12.  Take off helmet, while still lying  on bac k, and  throw it 
bec ause someone©s a  little b it p issed  off.  (Now need  to 
rep lac e visor c os of stone marks from helmet being 
thrown) 
  

13.  Rea lise nothing  b roken, p ride is written off. 
  

14.  Everyone else on ride stops to make sure rid er is okay.  As sta ted  in Vic  Roads handbook of wha t to do 
a fter c ollision, multip le c ameras c ome out while rider is still slightly p issed  off a t self. 
  

15.  Rea lise there©s nothing  tha t duc t tape c an©t fix, inc lud ing  Triumph b rand  gea r selec tor (Piec e of b ranc h & 
duc t tape.) 
  

16.  Be thankful everything  still working , nothing  leaking  (on 
b ike tha t is, rider too p issed  off to c a re about rider 
c ond ition). 
  

17.  Continue 1.5 hr ride home.  Happened  on road  between 
Alexand ra  and  Eildon (you should  know this road , nic e and  
w indy, but oc c asiona l b it of g ravel on side of road !) 
  
18.  Make it home.  Sta rt hobb ling  a round , la ughing  slightly 
as you rea lise tha t right hip  has a  funny, swollen look when 
c ompared  to left hip , and  right knee feels like it©s been 
hyper-extended  a  b it) 
  

19.  Dig  through paperwork file and  find  insuranc e papers. 



The Perfect Bike?? (by Steve Bills) 
 

 I was thinking  the other day tha t, when I look bac k on it, I’ ve only owned  6 b ikes in 
a lmost 20 years of rid ing.  And  when you c onsider tha t I have owned  my c urrent b ike for 
the past 9 years, it is not rea lly many b ikes in the sc heme of things.   
 

 Most riders seem to c hange their b ikes about every 2-3 yea rs.  Me, I c hanged  from 
the K100RS to my c urrent R1100GS in 1997 and  I haven’ t rea lly c onsidered  another b ike 
sinc e.  Why? Well I rec kon it’ s bec ause I have been luc ky enough to find  the b ike tha t suits 
my rid ing style 100% whic h I think is p robab ly a  b it of a  ra rity.   
 

 So why do I like my b ike so muc h?  As most peop le know I love exp loring;  I enjoy the 
trip  getting  to the d estina tion as muc h, if not more, than the ac tua l destina tion itself.  The 
off road  ab ility of the GS a llows me the freedom to try so many d ifferent ways of getting  to 
the same destina tion whether it be by d irt, b itumen or a  b it of both.  Sec ond ly, the 
hand ling of the b ike a llows me to have just as muc h fun p laying in the tw isties as a  
ded ic a ted  road  b ike.  And  third ly, w ith the panniers on, it c an c a rry heaps of gear and  is 
sooooooo c omfortab le on long trips.    
 

 It’ s a ll these a ttributes whic h, for me, make it the perfec t b ike. I’ ve now c loc ked  up  
over 275000k’s w ithout a  fault (I’m p robably jinxing myself by writing  this!!!!).  It still has the 
orig ina l c lutc h, sta rter motor, a lterna tor, d isc s etc .  Other than rep lac ing the ba ttery three 
times, the c rown wheel bearing in the d iff tw ic e (sec ond  time bec ause we d idn’ t put it in 
c orrec tly the first time!!!!) and  the shoc ker a t 140,000k’s w ith another genuine one,  I‘ ve not 
had  to do any work on it.  I had  the c ompression c hec ked  a t the last servic e and , surp rise, 
surp rise, it’ s down a  little, but eac h of the c ylinders is down the same amount.  Even so, I 
still use less than a  litre of oil between 10,000k servic es.  One thing tha t I have regula rly 
done is servic e the b ike w ith Phil MARSHALL a t K & R Motorc yc les in Cheltenham (9583 
1528)   
 

 With a ll the d isc ussions tha t go on about wha t fuel your b ike should  use you may be 
interested  to know tha t I have used  leaded , unleaded , p remium, Op timax and  various 
mixtures of eac h throughout its life.  The only thing  I have notic ed  is tha t I get better fuel 
ec onomy from the Op timax! 
 

 There’ s no doub t tha t the eng ine took until a t least 40 – 50,000k’s to rea lly settle in 
and  it got better w ith age until about 200 – 220,000k’s when I sta rted  to notic e a  little b it of 
tiredness a lthough only when I was rea lly working the eng ine hard .  Ironic a lly, the older the 
b ike gets the harder the p lac es I take it!  It wasn’ t until Sc otty Mc LEAN fina lly saw the light 
and  got his GS tha t I felt c onfident to rea lly go into some remote a reas suc h as those out 
of Dargo and  Lic ola .  As the b ike gets older, I am taking it d own more and  more genuine 
4WD trac ks in the high c ountry tha t I never would  have c onsidered  when I first bought it 
(m ind  you it was worth a  lot more then than it is now!!!)  
 

 Many peop le have asked  me when I’m going to rep lac e it?  Well, to be honest, I 
think I am more likely to just do a  top  end  rebuild  when the time c omes ra ther than 
upgrade it (a lthough I must admit tha t I c erta inly enjoyed  a  quic k sp in on Robbo’s 1200GS 
a  little while ago!!)   
 

 Why?  Bec ause it’ s the perfec t b ike…..! 



�
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Signific ant Others……….. 
My c hildren, Shannon and Courtney, even though they©re 25 & 24, we©re still very c lose.   My wife 

was for nearly 30 years until she passed away about 3 and a half years ago.   Now I have a 
beautiful partner in Sandra.   When I first met her, she had never been on a motor b ike and I 
think she was somewhat frightened of that first ride I took her on, a lthough I d id take it very 
easy.   When she realised that I wasn©t going to give the bike up in a hurry, she bit the bullet 
and now she©s asking me when c an we go for our next ride.   (I deny the fac t that I may have 
said to her that if she doesn©t like the bike, then keep walking).  

Interests……………… 
Sc uba diving, in partic ular the dives about 25 to 30 metres deep, a lthough have been down to 

50.   Combine that with d iving around the wrec ks, espec ially the submarines just outside the 
bay.   Also diving in the tropic s.   Watc hing the magnific ent array of marine life.   Snow skiing, 
it©s just a p ity the c onditions in Australia are not the greatest.   Went skiing in Canada last year 
and that was fantastic  until I broke the bone in my arm where it joins the shoulder.   That 
slowed me down for a while.   No wonder I©m always broke. 

Reading……………… 
Books that c ombine a bit of history into a story.   Am reading Gallipoli at the moment.   It g ives 

some insight into why dec isions were made whic h seem ludic rous in hindsight.   Also books 
about personal endeavours, suc h as the Rix©s book, ©Two for the Road©.   Unfortunately I don©t 
read as muc h as I©d like to as there just seems to be too many other thing to do. 

Listening to……… 
©The Doors©, ©Dire Straights©, ©Van Morrison©, ©AC/ DC©, ©Jimmy Barnes©, ©Bob Seeger©.   I like lot©s of 

other music  as well, oc c asionally even some c lassic al, but the titles just don©t spring to mind. 
Current Bike………… 
BMW R1150 RS.   I©d always wanted a BMW and when I took this for a test ride as a brand new bike, 

I loved it.   I got back to the dealer and signed up then and there.   I haven©t regretted it one 
bit. 

Dream Mac hine…………….. 
The one I©ve got.   Oc c asionally I think of maybe a newer model, but I like mine that muc h, I think, 

©What©s the point?© 
Three people that you would like to have dinner with (a live or dead)………………. 
This is the tough one, but in no partic ular order.   Sir Edmund Barton, our first PM;   General Sir John 

Monash, sold ier, engineer, leader:   Sir Edward©Weary© Dunlop, a true humanitarian.   There 
would be a lot of others, but they have a fasc inating personal history and they had a great 
influenc e in forming Australia and it©s c ulture.            

Favorite Place to go for a ride…………………………. 
Apollo Bay for lunc h, as long as Geelong Rd. is avoided.   The idea of enjoying the ride, 
preferably midweek, then having a long lunc h on the dec king of the hotel and looking out 
over the oc ean, just makes for a great day.   Now if I c an get my dive gear onto the bike, I 
c ould combine my interests.   Where c an I put those tanks???? 

 

This is the first of hopefully a series of member profiles that we will inc lude in eac h edition of Fullbore. You never know, you may be 
next! The Lucky first c ab of the rank is George Berk. As most of you would know George is a regular on many of the rides and is a great 
supporter of the Frontline Tourers. Thanks George for taking the time to let us know a bit more about yourself………………………….. 

Steve Mole 



�
 

Bi r t h day  Bash  Pi c’s 
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P.S.  This is the reason why this 
ed ition is missing  the Ride Cap ta in’ s 
report.   Apparently, it’ s ha rd  to type 
when your hand  is the size of a  
wa termelon. 

About a  week ago I c ame into work b right and  ea rly, only to be told  tha t one of my work ma tes 
had  been killed  in an ac c ident.   He was rid ing  his b ic yc le to work when, sta tionary a t an 
intersec tion, he was hit by a  c a r c oming the other way, a round  a  bend  a  b it too fast, and  veered  
onto his side of the road .   It was a  hell of a  shoc k.   I had  worked  with Graham Elliott sinc e I a rrived  
a t Coburg  4 ½ years ago.  He is one of those few tha t you c an honestly c a ll a  true gentleman. 
 
Grief aside, there were many more to a rrive a t work who would  be wa lking  into the same news.   
The few of us tha t were a lready there pulled  ourselves together and set about getting  out there to 
c a tc h them and  break the news to them as best we c ould .   One Sgt headed  off to Eltham to tell 
Graham’s best ma te from the offic e.   Others headed  elsewhere.   I went to one of our’ s who lives 
loc a l.   He was on an arvo shift and  I got him out of bed .   He was sha ttered  but thankful he heard  it 
from me.   He showered  and  we then set off to Mac edon to see another member, a  polic ewoman, 
who held  ‘her boys’  a t the offic e in the highest rega rd . 
 
This was just something we do.   Without thinking , everyone swung into ac tion and  made sure tha t 
our boys, peop le tha t worked  with Graham, were okay.   There a re some p retty b ig  and  nasty boys 
in our offic e but I c an tell you, there were a  few tea rs shed  tha t day. 
 
On my way to Mac edon I got a  c a ll from Kaye Murphy, the Welfa re Offic er from our assoc ia tion, 
c hec king  up  on me and  asking  how we were c op ing .   Then I got a  c a ll from Rixy.   He wanted  to 
make sure I was okay and  passed  on his c ondolenc es. 
 
It was a  long hard  week tha t followed , right up  to the wake a fter Graham’s funera l. 
 
We have a  rec ep tionist a t our offic e, only new, having  got the job  about a  month ago from the 
ANZ bank.   She had  never worked  in our job  before.   She told  us tha t she was amazed  and  
touc hed  by the way we a ll banded  together, espec ia lly on tha t first day, and  rea lly looked a fter 
eac h other.   She sa id  she had  never seen tha t sort of bond  between work c olleagues like tha t 
before.   She told  us of an oc c asion a t the ANZ bank where a  work c olleague had  passed  away.   It 
was nothing  like wha t she had  witnessed  a t our offic e. 
 
As I sa id , it’ s just something  we do.   All the bullshit aside, we still know how to look a fter eac h other 
in times of need .    
 
Although in fa r less trag ic  c irc umstanc es, I have witnessed  the same from members of our c lub .   
Someone needs help… there is a lways someone who’s not too fa r away.   We might not say muc h 
about it, or express how we feel, but it feels damn good  knowing you’ re part of a  g roup  of peop le 
just like tha t. 

Zotts 


